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HAVE YOU BEEN INVOLVED IN AN EMERGENCY? 


Is the horror of 
endless crackle and hum 
mentally breaking you down? 


THE DOCTOR IS IN 


(615) 868-6976 Call for your Rx to Clean Clear Sound www.georgels.com 
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CD Overwrapper -_ 


Creates a professionally 


Signature Pro 
CD Printer 
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Towers ¢ Auto Loaders 
Printers ¢ Overwrappers 


CDr or DVD Auto Loader 


SAUCER SOUND 


P.O. BOX 861 

NORTON, MA 02766 

(508) 285-SONG 

Website: www.saucersound.com 


STATE-OF-THE-ART 24-TRACK DIGITAL RECORDING 

COMPLETE CUSTOM-DESIGNED MIDI WORKSTATION 

(INCLUDING KEYBOARD CONTROLLER) 

LOTS OF NEW AND VINTAGE SYNTHESIZERS, SAMPLERS 

AND DRUM MACHINES. 

PRO TOOLS DIGITAL EDITING 

A PROFESSIONAL, COMFORTABLE RECORDING ENVIRONMENT 
AUDIO RECORDING COURSES & CAREER TRAINING AVAILABLE 


UP TO 


Gimnania’ 65% on 


. 4A ITEMS 
All Power Amp 5, Mixers Some Quantities Limited 


and Speaker Cabs On Sale! Hurry In 
Peavey Complete PA Package _s, a a 


For music and speech in rooms up to 300 people. List Pri 
Perfect for Clubs, Churches, Schools, Halls etc. $0007 85 ss hf 


¢ Peavey XR 600F 2 x 200 watt Powered Mixer Al f ’ 
* PLUS TWO EACH OF: Peavey TLS5 Speakers, Peavey PV22 eS a! y 1/ \ 


Low-Z Mics, Peavey 25' Speaker Cables, Peavey 25' 

Mic Cables, MS7201B Round Base Microphone Stands 

and two Ultimate Support TS70B Speaker Stands $807.86 Off List! 
Only $1199.99! 


64980, 66072, 66007, 65607, 65008, 87416, 56628 


Quantities Numark Phat Pak Kit 


Limited TN 2 TT-1650 turntables 
— » © 1 MATRIX 2 professional 2 channel DJ mixer 
with fader start 
* 1 set M-1 speakers 
¢ 1 HF125 flexible 7-position dual headphone 
¢ 2 Groove Tool™ cartridges and slipmats 


$570 List Closeout Price 
Wu 397000 Only $399.99! 


Now you can TRADE IN YOUR UNWANTED MUSIC CDs 
toward music gear! 


That’s right... ONLY AT DADDY’S! Bring in your used gear and old CDs and trade ‘em in! 


Sale Runs 3/3 thru 3/31 
20 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 


Portland, ME Burlington, MA Vernon, CT 
Portsmouth,NH  Dedham,MA — W. Hartford, CT 
Manchester, NH Boston, MA Orange, CT 
Nashua, NH No. Dartmouth, MA Stamford, CT 
Salem, NH Springfield, MA Albany, NY 
Warwick, RI Shrewsbury, MA Syracuse, NY 
20 Stores Throughout New England & NY! Peabody, MA : cua NY 
OPPORTUNITY ROCKS! Daooy's Neeps Manacers FAX RESUME OR LETTER TO DEPT. HR-BS 
+ SaLesPeoPLe & Evectrowics Tecks 603-623-7995 Or Appuy At www.DADDYS.com 


Occasionally a mistake slips through the cracks! We reserve the right to correct erroneous information whenever it's discovered. 
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( DOES YOUR MOTHER 
KNOW YOU DO THIS? 


By Joel Simches 


Special Episode: “The Station” 


| didn’t know | had even heard of The Station in 
West Warwick, Rhode Island until | saw the 
horrific video footage and realized that | had 
mixed a band there several months before. | was 
shocked and saddened by what | saw, because it 
should have never happened. | was even more 
appalled by what happened in the hours following 
this tragedy. The media is almost always naively 
clueless about what actually happens within our 
culture, specifically, in this case, in our music 
scene, but they were asking all the right ques- 
tions about why and how this could happen. The 
answers they got, however, is an entirely different 
story. The first interview | “saw’ on CNN was a 
phone interview with the club’s “Stage Techni- 
cian” (read - house sound guy) who told the 
reporters that he had no idea that Great White 
were using pyrotechnics and that if they had 
permission to do so, that he’d be the first to know. 
In my opinion, this is a load of crap, intentionally 
uttered to exclude himself and the club from any 
notion of liability. First of all, The Station predom- 
inantly hosts loads of ‘80s hair metal bands and 
metal tribute bands. Pyrotechnics is as common 
with this genre as is tight leather pants. Even if he 
didn’t know the band were using this, he would 
have seen it being loaded in and plugged in, 
either during soundcheck or before the show. The 
type of soundmen that work these clubs are very 
territorial about their stage, their sound system 
and, in fact, their club. You couldn’t plug in a fan 
onstage without the soundman knowing about it. 
This is the same soundman that stood behind me 
with a decibel meter while | was mixing to make 
sure that the music wasn't too loud!! The layer of 
soundproofing that covers the back of the stage 
is covered from floor to ceiling with egg crates. 
While professional soundproofing is flame retar- 
dant, egg crate packing is little more than 
pressed cardboard and would go up in flames 
from the heat of a strong stagelight. Egg crates 
are extremely cheap and easy to come by and 
are really good at absorbing soundwaves, 
whereas the more heavy duty sound insulation is 
very expensive. While not completely inflam- 
mable, this stuff burns and the fumes are 
extremely toxic, hence the thick black smoke. The 
lead singer of Great White claims that the band 
had permission to use spark shooters in the club. 
| find this statement to be highly questionable. 


Touring bands at this level rarely deal directly 


DOES YOUR MOTHER ... - CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 


Mixed Zuotions Music 


Protools 5.0 A Full Production Recording Studio 


with Pro Control 
Pultec 

Neve 

Crane Song 
TC Electronic 
Neumann 


AKG 
www.MixedEmotionsMusic.com 


978-774-7413 


Empirical Labs 


ace > <-gience on the fine line between Technology & Art 


Get It Mastered 
Right At 


JPmasters 


a 


Owned and operated by 


Dave Locke 
Call 617-971-0036 dave @jpmasters.com 


Toll Free 877-766-0057 www.jpmasters.com 
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100 CDR full color package 


| a &§ at L 


x; }* ‘ CORs with full color on-cd printing, 2 panel full color insert (4/4) 
\ 1} and full color tray card (4/0) in Jewel boxes, shrinkwrapped 


, and ready to hit the shelves. From your graphic files. 


td 149. 
Plea clu color package ol 


Ds with 3-color on-cd printing, 2 panel full color insert (4/1) 
oS and full color bey Card (4/0) in Jewel boxes, shrinkwrapped 
. _ ad ready to hit the shelves. From your graphics files. 


SPGIAL IZED 


emastering 


Let Specialized Mastering's experienced ears, tuned room, and high end gear, bring out the 
best sound for your recordings. Truly professional CD mastering, accessible at indie rates. 


-that's Specialized Mastering 


Recent Clients: 

Eric Schwartz - Labb - Cataklyzm - L.O.D. - Lake Boon 
Calendar Girl - Hardpan - Delta Clutch - Green Crossing 
Frank Morey - Eric Royer - The Rollie Fingers - The Infantry 


Dana J. White 
47 Mellen Street Framingham, MA 01702 ph: 508.872.9478 
www.specializedmastering.com email: dana@specializedmastering.com 
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Entries for the 2003 USA Songwriting Competition are currently being accepted. Winning 
songs of the 2003 USA Songwriting Competition will receive airplay on a nationally syndicated radio 
program serving over 60 cities in North America and Canada. Entrants stand to win a grand prize of 
over $50,000 in cash, merchandise and exposure. Judges include record labels such as 
Warner/Reprise Records and Sony Music. Songs may be entered in 15 different categories 
including Pop, Rock, and Country. The competiton is aimed at promoting excellence in the art of song- 
writing among writers, composers, bands, singer/songwriters and solo artists in an international 
forum. Entries are accepted from now through May 30, 2003. For more info visit www.songwriting.net 
or call (877) USA-SONG, outside U.S. call (954) 776-1577... 


Dirtywater.com - The History of Boston Rock ‘n’ Roll’s website is hosting a few benefits in the 
upcoming months to support their new nonprofit status and also to raise funds for a physical site 
for the Museum of Boston Rock ‘n’ Roll, which will be located in the basement of The Regent 
Theatre in Arlington, MA. Come support the scene at The Founder’s Club Dinner on March 14th at 
The Wonderland Ballroom with ex-New Kid On The Block Danny Wood's new band and Robin 
Lane & The Chartbusters. Upcoming shows include performances by Barry & The Remains, The 
Fools, The Stompers, Jon Butcher, and Kick The Dog featuring all the members of Axminster. 
Contact Chuck White at Dirtywater.com for more info. or if you have things to exhibit... 


NEMO will take place on September 4-7, 2003, taking advantage of Boston's warm Fall weather by 
adding outdoor events to the schedule. Music industry professionals and enthusiasts will converge on 
Boston for three days and nights, taking in panels, clinics, workshops, mentor sessions, a Trade Show 
exhibition area, industry parties, and 250 artist showcases. NEMO also includes the prestigious 
Boston Music Awards show on the first night of festivities. NEMO showcases 250 of the hottest 
major label, indie label, and unsigned new bands and solo artists from all over the world in a wide 
variety of genres. Don't miss your opportunity to showcase at NEMO. The deadline for submission is 
May 15, 2003 - but don't delay, and get your submission in early! For a showcase application and 
more info, go to www.nemoboston.com or email showcases @nemoboston.com... 


Fakewater.com is a new website to help promote New England's more alternative/weird styled 
music. You can post your shows/news at fakewater.com band links, show listings, video, and more. 
www.fakewater.com... 


“Radio Boston,” 92.5 FM WXRV the River's Sunday night local music program, hosts a Tuesday 
night residency at the Lizard Lounge in Cambridge, MA for the month of March. These shows will 
highlight artists that have frequented the playlist of, or had events sponsored by "Radio Boston" in 
the past year. "Radio Boston" can be heard on 92.5 FM the River every Sunday night from 10 p.m.- 
11 p.m. with host Zsid. Also, local artists are spotlighted on Acoustic Café Sunday mornings as well 
as weeknights at 10 p.m. on New Frontiers. Visit www.92.5theriver.com for more info... 


The mics are on and tape is rolling at Boston’s newest recording studio, located at the Pig Pile 
Records compound in Allston, MA. Mad Oak Studio is a 24-track studio designed by Michael 
Blackmere and constructed by Craig Riggs. Rock City Crimewave was the first band to record at 
Mad Oak, and will release in May their first CD in two years on Pig Pile Records. The Benders just 
completed its third recording there, also for Pig Pile, with an April release date scheduled. Radio 
personality Zsid, who hosts the Sunday night local music show "Radio Boston" on WXRV-FM (The 
River), is developing a live music feature for his show from Mad Oak. "Live From Mad Oak Studios" 
will be an interview and live performance segment with local bands taped in front of a studio audi- 
ence at Mad Oak. Listen to "Radio Boston" for information on how to be part of the studio audience... 


Local independent music label Hermit Records is pleased to present The Real Music Project, a 
five week series of performances at the celebrated Kendall Café in Cambridge. The Real Music 
Project kicks off on April 2nd , and runs every Wednesday until it’s final show on April 30th , each 
night featuring three different bands. The brainchild of local singer/songwriter and Hermit Records 
founder, Jen Johnson, The Real Music Project highlights an innovative commitment to bringing a 
diverse and eclectic offering of Boston’s best musical talent to the forefront. The Real Music Project 
celebrates the unique and authentic Boston music scene, from indie rock to folk to alt country. Sched- 
uled to perform are Three Day Threshold, The Weisstronauts, The Timbre Project, Araby, Jen 
Johnson, The Jupiter Project, Flora Reed, Jonathan Donaldson, Leo Blais, Redletter, Beth 

Boucher, Rosanna Lee, Patrick McCormack and John Haydon. For more information and a 
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Sonic Enhancement Specialists Ltd. 


888-948-0341 
Joel Simches 


Sound Production ¢ Installation ¢ Design 


ASAC ODE 


MUEGBIC PROOBOUCTIANE 


“Awesome grooves, great sounds, and 
truly Imaginative parts.. " 


",..worldly, slick, textured recording..." 


“, Boston's premier midi producer...” 


"Some of these compositions 
border on genius..." 


Actual Quotes...Find Out Why... 


Pro Arrangements & Programming, 
Production Consulting, Superb Sounds, 
Artist Development, World-class 
Keyboards Live or Remote, 
Recording & Mix Services in 
Boston for $40/hr...No kidding. 


Tailor Services to YOUR Needs ! 


www.marcsoucy.com 


617-645-0879 — marc-1@earthlink net 


DOES YOUR MOTHER ... - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 


with the booking, management, or owners 

of the clubs. This man had absolutely no business 
talking to the press about any of this. It’s the tour 
manager's job to act as liaison between the band and 
the club, supplying them with contracts and tech 
riders. These people are generally very aggressive 
about getting what they want for the band and rarely 
take “no” for an answer. | seriously doubt that 
pyrotechnics would have appeared in their tech rider. 
I’m sure they were more concerned with getting rid of 
all the brown M&WV’s. 

If the subject of pyrotechnics came up at all, the tour 
manager would either insist upon doing whatever it 
takes to go ahead with his agenda regardless of the 
club’s feelings on the subject. It is also more plausible 
that he told the band that it was O.K., if the subject 
even came up at all. It is also a lot more plausible that 
the club was so enamored by the fact that they scored 
this “major act” that they were bending over back- 
wards to give them anything they wanted. 

The capacity of The Station is 300. This number 
doesn’t take into account space taken up by tables, 
chairs, games, or sound equipment. Ninety-eight 
people lost their lives in this tragedy, while another 
186 wound up in the hospital. Does this mean that 
only 17 people made it out of there relatively 
unscathed? Clearly this room was overbooked and 
what's more, this practice of overbooking is not at all 
uncommon at ANY venue. Despite the reported fact 
that there were four exits to this club, only one was 
easily accessible during this incident. The backstage 
door was engulfed in thick black smoke. The exit 
behind the bar is extremely difficult to get to because 
the tables and chairs are packed extremely tight 
around the bar area. This exit would be difficult to get 
to without an emergency. If anybody knew about the 
door in the kitchen, my guess is that they weren't 
telling. How this place could pass a fire inspection is 
beyond me, unless they truly believed that egg crates 
wouldn't go up in flames, when, in fact, it’s about as 
safe as tossing a match on a pool of gasoline. So 
who is liable here? Clearly the band and their 
management. It doesn’t take a Ph.D. in DUH to 
realize that the room was ill-equipped to accommo- 
date the kinds of specialty lighting that is clearly 
designed for a much larger space. You just don’t do 
that in a small venue. The club should share the 
blame, for their cost-saving stage design cost 98 
patrons their lives. It is implausible for anyone who 
owns, books, or works at a venue such as this to 
know nothing about pyrotechnic lighting or its 
dangers. The booking agent for the club should be 
held responsible for overbooking the room as well. 

Though the club claims that the night wasn’t a 
sellout, they were clearly over capacity, and they had 
no training or contingency plan for a disaster of this 
magnitude. This terrible tragedy will have serious 
repercussions for all of us who play a role in this 
industry for a long time to come. It is truly sad that it 
has to take a tragedy of this magnitude to make us 
really sit down and think. 
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complete schedule, please visit www.hermitrecords.net... 


Boston Gets A Grip - the latest CD by A.J. Wachtel with all local bands doing Aerosmith covers 
will be released in the near future. Look for Gary Cherone (Tribe Of Judah, ex-Extreme/Van Halen) 
and James Montgomery (now playing harp for blues legend Johnny Winter) to have cuts on the 
CD. Chuck White and A.J. are also now collecting masters for the next CD in the series, Boston 
Does Boston (not the band) and have got commitments from some very big notable notables to do 
their versions of other Boston bands’ music... 


Pig Pile Records has signed the roots-country-rock band Cash Monies & the Jetsetter and will 
release the band's new CD, 15 Years, with a celebration at the Paradise Rock Club on Thursday, 
March 27. Former Georgia Satellite Dan Baird produced the dozen tracks on the disc, the band's 
second. Cash Monies joins the Benders, Rock City Crimewave, Three Day Threshold, and 
Random Road Mother on the Pig Pile label... 


Jabe, Boston's high-velocity roots songster, will officially release his third CD, Drama City, in April 
at a CD release party Saturday, April 5, at the Lizard Lounge in Cambridge, MA. The two-CD multi- 
media set contains 13 new tunes, three videos, and three unreleased MP3's. Drama City is available 
at www.jabe.net, pigpilemusic.com, and folkweb.com. Jabe and his band plans to tour the U.S. this 


spring... 


New England based rock act Event will be releasing their third CD, Scratching at the Surface, on 
March 11 through Inside Out Music in North America and Europe. Look for the band on your local 
radio and on tour in the spring of 2003, appearing Thursday March 27 at The Lucky Dog Worcester 
MA. For more info visit www.eventband.com and www.insideoutmusic.com... 


the american girls club is throwing their CD release at the Lizard Lounge in Cambridge, MA on 
March 15th. The evening is filled with unbelievable music from Valeze (NYC), Betty Finn (Provi- 
dence), Sand Machine (Boston) and of course the american girls club. Doors are at 8:00 p.m. show 
starts at 9:00 p.m.... 


Stephen Powell and Markus, formerly of SuperZero, are now back with a new band ok panic. 
After a great run with SuperZero, Markus on lead vocals and guitar, and Stephen on bass, welcome 
new drummer Pete Abdou. For more information visit ok panic's website at www.okpanic.net... 


Boston-based band SED has just finished recording seven songs at Studio58productions 
(www.studio58production.com) in Amesbury, MA. For more details about the CD release and 
upcoming release parties, or to download a song for free on the band’s website visit: 
www.sedband.com... 


It seems someone out there has hijacked one of our very own distinguished writer's name for their 
band, L.A. Joe. The 10-song CD Devotion by L.A. Joe was released on Earshot Records. Recorded 
at Oak Grove Studios in Malden, MA and mastered by Jonathan Winer at M Works in Cambridge, 
MA, the CD is now available at all your local music stores such as Tower Records, Newbury Comics, 
and Virgin Records. For more info about the release go to www.earshotrecords.com... 


WHEN SENDING YOUR PRESS RELEASES " " 
TO THE PROPAGANDA NEWS SECTION ALL LOCAL 


WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION GETS INK? 


or www.wmfo.org 


Hosted by Stephanie 


* live anouncments (cd release parties and benefits only) s15marino555@netscape.net 


¢ Recording in what studio... 
© New project being produced by who... 
© Going on tour with... 
¢ Signing a deal with... 
* Material was picked to be 
used in a motion picture soundtrack... 
¢ New members in your band... 
© New Product Information... 
* Etc. 


send info to: info@soundcheckmag.net 
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Boston recording artist Avant 
Strangel's release: Too out there?, recorded 
at Cybersound, will be available in March at 
HMV, Tower Records, Newbury Comics, 
Borders, Skippy Whites, as well as online. 
While positioning himself for better offers from 
labels Avant is also in the process of finalizing 
terms as a hired gun opening for Ben Harper, 
Tracy Chapman, and Dar Williams, on a tour 
that will take him to Europe, Australia, and 
Japan. For more info visit: 
www.avantstrangel.com... 


Elevation 74 is releasing their full full-length 
CD, Fleeing the Scene, produced by Fran 
Flannery (Creed, Fuel, etc) and Jim Sampas 
(Tribute to Bruce Springsteen), with a CD 
release party taking place at Middle East- 
Downstairs in Cambridge, MA on Saturday, 
March 8th, 18+. Go to www.elevation74.com 
for more info... 


The funniest band in Boston, The Sweat- 
pant Boners have decided to drop the DVD 
bomb on the nation. Thursday, March 20th is 
the night for the DVD release party to end all 
DVD release parties at the Middle East Down- 
stairs in Cambridge, MA. Also playing that 
night - Clutch Grabwell, 16 Years Of Grace, 
Stranglehold, and Trauma Concept. Doors 
open at 9:00 and it's 18+. For more details visit 
www.sweatpantboners.com... 


Maine singer/ songwriter, Carol Noonan, will 
be in concert at Capo's in Lowell, MA on 
Friday, March 14th at 8:00, accompanied by 
her guitarist Kevin Barry. Noonan has been 
touring around New England to promote the 
release of her latest album, Big Iron, and her 
new book, "Dear Mr. Was......Letters From 
Maine." She has recently been featured in the 
December issue of Yankee Magazine and 
gained new fans all over New England who 
have read about her struggles and triumphs as 
an independent artist. She will be participating 
in the Boston Folks festival and the New 
Bedford Festival in 2003, among others. For 
more info visit: www.carolnoonanmusic.com... 


New album news from King’s X. The new 
album will be titled Black Like Sunday, release 
date is currently unknown. The band will be 
using fan art for the cover; the lucky winner 
was picked from the art contest page 
www.kingsxonline.com/contest/index.html. 
Visit their website for more details... 


Amon Amarth announce U.S. tour. The final 
details were settled Sunday night and the 
billing will be the following: Deicide (USA), 


Wee Ropse 


War is a terrible thing. We 
have to face up to the fact 
that it is necessary at times 
and the time is here. The 
liberals who are against the 
war totally miss the point. 

Its YOU and your ideals 
a ee they hate and want to 
destroy. Terrorists loath freedom of speech, 
women’s rights, abortion, homosexuality, and 
religious freedom. Yet these liberal fools are the 
ones defending them. 

Oblivious to the evils in the world these anit- 
war defenders don’t care if tyrants murder 
people and impose oppression as long as you 
don’t blow up their new kitchens. This selfish- 
ness and immorality is why our world view has 
diminished. 

If | remember correctly, Dubya said any 
country who supports or harbors terrorism 
would be attacked and Iraq is one of them. So 
what is the argument? lraq gives money to 
suicide bombers in Israel, VX gas to Al-Qaeda, 
and that’s the tip of the iceberg. 

The small opposition of old Europe i.e. France 
and Germany is all about oil, money and being 
exposed for supplying these criminals. These 
countries sold some of the equipment for 
weapons of mass destruction to the dictators 
like Saddam Hussein in exchange for cheap oil 
deals. You liberals who demonize the greedy evil 
American CEO’s and their oil companies for 
being dastardly are the same ones defending 
this scum across the pond. 

It makes me sick to see Hollywood and their 
ilk talking about national security. What the hell 
does Martin Sheen, Susan Sarandon, Woody 
Allen, or Dustin Hoffman know about this 
subject. All they deal in is the make-believe 
world of acting. 

| believe the 5th Column has entered our 
culture and government, and has disguised 
itself as the Democratic Party, all funded by the 
Hollywood communists, terrorists, and thugs 
with the elite media’s blessing. “We will conquer 
you from within,” our enemies say. All those war 
protests and rallies that marched in D.C. a 
couple of months ago were set up and funded 
by interests outside of the United States. With all 
the money the Democratic Party got from the 
communist Chinese throughout the ‘90s, Jimmy 
“the idiot” Carter's history of sucking up to the 
worlds tyrants, and Clinton selling the forbidden 
technology to these thugs, it’s clear now who 
the enemy is. They are among us. 


\ - Sledgehammer 
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Amon Amarth (SWE), Behemoth (PL) plus support. The tour will start at the New Jersey 
Metalfest on March 7. Tour dates will be announced shortly. For more info visit 
http://amonamarth.com... 


Power-poppers The Suggestions have released their long-awaited debut EP, Mix Tape. The band, 
featuring singer/songwriter John Brodeur, bassist Keith Hosmer, and drummer Jason Schultz, 
recorded the seven-song collection in the summer of 2002 with ex-bassist Ryan Battle. Mix Tape is 
available now through The Suggestions new website, www.thesuggestions.com... 


Swedish thrashers The Crown, recently rejoined by original vocalist Johan Lindstrand, have 
booked studio time at Gotheburg's Studio Fredman for the recording and mixing of their forthcoming 
album, tentatively due in early September through Metal Blade Records. The band will enter the 
studio on May 5 and should be “all done" by June 15. Go to www.thecrownonline.com for more info... 


The band Tourniquet will be releasing their first DVD ever titled Ocular Digital and will be available 
soon. They are now accepting preorders. Check out the band’s site for more information, ordering, 
and shipping details: www.tourniquet.net... 


Ancient has started working on their fifth album for Metal Blade, the band will be recording in the 
studio of producer Jacob Hansen (who also did Proxima Centauri) in the very south of Denmark this 
summer. The lineup is the same as on the last album, though Deadly Kristin is moving to the USA 
this spring. An album title hasn't been set yet, but the band is planning a very strong, powerful album 
following the direction of "Proxima Centauri." For further info check the band’s official website: 
www.ancientband.com... 


Metal Blade Records will release the second album by Cydonia, entitled The Dark Flower, on the 
7th of April. This second album offers a kind of metal leaning to the thrash of the Bay Area, with some 
hints of electronic keyboard and some melodic power penetrative elements. Pete Daniels is the new 
rhythm guitarist and Stefan Ray the new drummer. The other musicians, Trevor O'Neal on bass and 
Steve Sguario on lead guitar, have already played on the debut album. The outstanding, unique 
music is crowned by the vocals of singer and bandleader Dan Keying. An MP3 of one of the tracks 
is posted on www.metalblade.de... 


Benefit Auctions being held to help out injured Soilent Green/Goatwhore vocalist Ben Falgoust. 
As most of you know already, vocalist of Soilent Green and Goatwhore Ben Falgoust was injured in 
an accident while on tour with GWAR in April 2002. Many bands and labels have helped out by 
donating signed and rare metal memorabilia. All money made (minus shipping costs) will be sent to 
Ben to help with all his medical bills. Money can also be sent directly to him, check the following site 
for further info: www.northernblaze.com/goatwhore/auction.htm... 


Geffen Records’ newest band SEV, who has been featured in a “Pepsi Blue” TV commercial for 
the last several month, have released their new album Al/ These Dreams. The four-piece band from 
Virginia features Phil Clayman (vocals), Danny Schools (vocals), Dennis Fay (drums), and Chris 
Mullen (bass). The band is currently on tour, visit www.geffen.com for more details... 


Arista recording group Pacifier is making itself known across America. Their debut U.S. single 
“Bullitproof,’ from their self-titled aloum has taken off on mainstream radio formats. The CD was 
produced by Josh Abraham (Limp Bizkit, Staind) Contributors include Limp Bizkit’s DJ Lethal and 
Stone Temple Pilots’ Scott Weiland. Pacifier features Jon Toogood (guitar/leadvocals), Phil 
Knight (lead guitar/backing vocals), Karl Kippenberger (bass/backing vocals), and Tom Larkin 
(drums). Currently on tour with Trust Company, go to www.arista.com for additional information... 


GrooveLily, featuring Valerie Vigoda, vocals/violin; Brendan Milburn, keys/vocals; Gene Lewin, 
drums/vocals, started recording their new CD at Pilot Recording Studios in Manhattan. Day-by-day 
details of their studio adventures can be found in the new “Tales From The Road’ section of their site 
at: www.groovelily.com/index2.html?tales. GrooveLily appealed directly to their fans to help fund the 
recording/manufacturing/promotion of the new CD, Are We There Yet?. They'll continue to accept 
donations and investments through March 15; just e-mail them at us @ groovelily.com for more details. 
For the complete list of upcoming live performances visit: www.groovelily.com... 
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One Part Eyeshadow and Two Parts Gunpowder: The Donnas Blow Up 


By Jesse (Donna Kenmore) Mayer 
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The first thing | asked 24-year-old Donnas’ drummer Torry Castellano (aka Donna C) once 

we finally got settled on the tour bus was if she chose to play a pink drum kit because of The New 
York Dolls....Torry's eyes lit up, "Hell yes, exactly. Finally someone who gets it. It's all about the Dolls, 
not ‘cause we're girls." It had been a long afternoon filled with all the chaos usually reserved for 
seven- figure rock tours. Plus, the previous night The Donnas had held court at that too cool for school 
orgy known as a Friday night headliner in NYC at Irving Plaza.Trust me, this is not the optimum situ- 
ation for a real comfy interview. But, Torry is a drummer’s drummer. She plays with the kind of reck- 
lessness, soul, and abandon that is spawned in a garage and nurtured on stage that you have to be 
born with. It can never be taught.This piledriving donnybrook of flying hair, sticks in the sky sweaty 
rock fury is the straw that stirs the Donnas' drink. Onstage it defines them. Drummers like this always 
elevate their bands by not only keeping time, but knowing exactly what time it is. Torry knows the 
crucial truths of the rock: 1) That the 1/4 note cowbell ride contains unstoppable evil rock powers; 2) 
Firing Steven Adler was the end of Guns N Roses 3) Dave Grohl is way more fun behind the drums 
that in front of them; and 4) AC/DC's Phil Rudd may well be the greatest rock drummer of all time. 
Torry and | are in complete agreement, which is always a lovefest for drummers and really annoying 
for everyone else. If you don't believe me, come hang out with Jimmy (from The Real Kids) and me 
before a show sometime. We'll make you want to gouge your own eyes out. | guarantee it. But...| 
digress... 

After five records, countless shows, miles, and tours,The Donnas are a band on the brink of the 
super big time.Their first major label release Spend The Night (Atlantic) is out. They are on commer- 
cial radio and MTV and have deals with Budweiser, Urban Outfitters, and Target. Do you hear sirens? 
Me too! Run for cover, here come the Punk Police tryin’ to pull over The Donnas’ bus and execute 'em 
for high crimes against the State Of Punk. | say "fuck 'em" because this band started out as 13- and 
14-year- old girls in a Palo Alto, California garage that everyone in school ridiculed. They were raised 
on a steady diet of AC/DC, early Aerosmith and KISS' Destroyer only to wind up signed to Lookout. 
The Donnas fucking inspired Bratmobile to reform by simply being themselves and rocking. 
But.. THEY NEVER CLAIMED TO BE PUNKS in the first place! They only wanted to be a good band. 

Right now The Donnas are four 23- and 24-year-old women faced with the two most daunting and 
necessary tasks in rock: those are getting real rock and real rock women played on the radio simul- 
taneously. As it stands in March of 2003 the only realistic hope there is in the face of the Avril’s and 
Kellys and Christinas are the Donnas (and soon The Distillers). Christalamighty! Someone has to 
make Joan Jett, Chrissy Hynde, and the rest of us proud. The Donnas are prepared to do just 
that....,By any means necessary. 


SoundCheck Magazine: /’m glad I’m getting to interview you. You play drums just like | do - all 
forearm, no wrist. 
Torry Castellano: Yes, no wrist. I’ve been trying to work on the wrist thing; it’s hard to get out of the 
habit. | do warm-ups with my wrist and then when | actually end up playing live, it’s like....aarrugh! 
SCM: Can you tell what kind of show you're going to have by the way you sweat in the first song? 
TC: Yeah, | think so. There have been really just a few shows when | thought the show was going to 
go one way by the first song and then it went another way. | think you can tell maybe in the first two. 
SCM: You were in New York City last night in Irving Plaza? How was that show? 
TC: It was pretty crazy. New York is always really bizarre because there are a million, trillion people 
backstage, people we have to talk to and stuff, and we did a lot of press, which is cool and stuff but 
— | know it was really hot, talk about sweating, and | just felt like — | didn’t feel like | played the best 
and | was kind of a little disappointed. But we’re all really hard on ourselves, so who can know. The 
crowd was pretty good but sometimes in New York and L.A. the crowd is kind of industry and then 
they’re not as, like, just young kids going crazy. | thought it was O.K. 
SCM: I’ve read some negative press on you guys of because you've been pretty willing to do what- 
ever it takes to make this band as big as possible and be absolutely shameless about it and | think 
that’s cool. | think rock stars should be rock stars. 
TC: | mean that’s the thing is when people say, Oh | can’t believe you went to a major label or what- 
ever, you know we were never one of those bands that said, we will never go to a major label and 
then went to one. We always said we like big shows, we like it when people are really excited to see 
us live; playing live is the funnest thing that we do in this band and we want to play good live shows, 
so we want more and more and people and stuff, so yeah we definitely want it to be as big as 
possible. 
SCM: Rock women are not being played on the radio right now. 
TC: Right and that’s another thing about being as big as possible, I'll say that. When we signed with 
Atlantic we had a meeting with them before our record even came out and they were like, You know, 
they don’t play girls on rock radio. We’re going to do our best to try to get you played but it’s going 
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to be an uphill battle. We talked 
about it all the time and had meetings 
about it. | think we’ve had some pretty 
good success and stuff and | feel 
really proud about that because it 
definitely needs to change, it’s insane. 
SCM: It’s not even rock women — rock 
doesn’t get played on the radio. 
Nashville Pussy can’t get played on 
the radio. Buckcherry’s second disc 
couldn’t really get played on the radio 
— and that was an awesome record. 
TC: It’s depressing. 
SCM: / saw them open for AC/DC 
and there were maybe 5,000 kids in 
the Fleet Center and four of us knew 
the record. Do you know who The 
Hangmen are? 
TC: I’ve heard of them. 
SCM: They have a live record on 
Acitate. They're a little like the Super- 
suckers, like all the Swedish motor- 
punk bands are trying to be. You need 
The Hangmen record, they're the real 
shit. 
TC: | will check that out. 
SCM: Why do you suppose kids don’t 
connect with rock that’s rooted in 
KISS, AC/DC, Motorhead, and Aero- 
smith. 

TC: | think it’s because they’re just 
bombarded with other bands — that whole nu metal rap rock stuff. | mean it was everywhere and you 
couldn’t escape it. Young kids are going to take what they can get. It’s all over MTV, it’s all over the 
radio. | feel like it’s better now than it has been in the last few years, definitely. Like even with bands 
like The White Stripes being able to be played on radio. 

SCM: How did you all wind up - you're obviously steeped in AC/DC and KISS and really good ‘70s 
cockrock - you guys were 14, 15 when you started this thing? 
TC: 13 and 14. 
SCM: How did THAT happen? 
TC: Well, Aerosmith and AC/DC and even KISS were totally around when we were younger and first 
learning - even before we first started our band. | think | got my first AC/DC record when | was in sixth 
grade or something and so it’s just always been around and we’ve always loved it and | think you feel 
kind of a fondness for things that you grew up with. | definitely think those bands made music that — 
it's just really fun and exciting and you could always put on the record and... 
SCM: What's your favorite AC/DC song? 
TC: Probably “Rock and Roll Damnation.” 
SCM: “Shot Down In Flames.” 
TC: We covered that song. 
SCM: What was your greatest hope for this band when you started it? 
TC: | wanted us to open for the Bikini Kill at Gillman St. That's what | wanted for us. | didn’t even want 
to headline. | just wanted us to open there with them. We never played with the Bikini Kill but we 
ended up playing at Gillman - actually we kind of sucked. 
SCM: There’s a story that the Bikini Kill reformed after seeing The Donnas. 
TC: Bratmobile, that was it. 
SCM: Them and Tribe 8 | always kind of put all on the same plain. 
TC: True and actually we just got to play with Tribe 8. Those are the bands we used to go and see 
when we were first starting our band. It’s really cool to go and see them and stuff and see what girls 
could do because people kept telling us at our high school that girls couldn’t and it was kind of like, 
well they’re doing it. 
SCM: Did the kids in your high school really hate you? 

TC: Yeah. It was just like this alien concept to them that girls would actually ever even want to 
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be in a band so | think that they 
had no idea what to do with it. They 
would make up all these rumors, 
once we started our band, literally 
overnight we were lesbians, drug 
addicts, satan worshippers. 
SCM: What's wrong with any of that? 
TC: Nothing - but to them that was 
like a big, huge insult. Another big 
huge rumor that they put out there 
that was supposed to be a big insult 
was that | kicked my bass drum 
instead of having a bass drum pedal. 
| don’t know where that came from, | 
don’t know why that was a huge 
insult, but it was like, Whoa, she’s 
crazy or something. 
SCM: What's your greatest hope 
now for The Donnas? 
TC: | have goals like | want our tour to 
go well, | want tonight’s show to go 
well; | have some goals like things 
that are just right now.....1 want to get 
played on the radio more and | want 
to get played on MTV, too - a lot, even 
more than we have. |’m really excited 
about everything that’s happened but 
| really think there has to be rock out 
there and girls playing rock out there. 
SCM: You guys have been pretty 
willing to do some corporate tie-in stuff 
to make that happen, some stuff with Target - is there anything you wouldn’t do? 
TC: Definitely we’ve been offered things that we didn’t. 
SCM: For instance what? 
TC: | don’t know if | really want to say that - | feel like a lot of people are like, Oh how could you do 
that? Stuff with Target and Budweiser or whatever and I'll say this: Number one, we like those things; 
we go to Target all the time; we drink Budweiser, it’s our favorite beer. We’re not going to do some- 
thing with some company just because they’re asking us to and | feel like that - if you like the product, 
that’s something. And also that Budweiser was going to be on rock radio and that was before we even 
got played on rock radio and we were like, well maybe at least our song will be playing even in a 
commercial on rock radio. | think that’s really important. 
SCM: What's your greatest fear in The Donnas? 
TC: | don’t know...| think whenever we put out a new record, | have worries, like will people like it. | 
fear every night that I’m going to play badly. [Laughs] | feel like there are a lot fears but you just got 
to stay focused. | fear that we are never get any sleep or ever going to eat a meal in a day. 
SCM: You guys have completely grown up together. Do you still all love each other. 
TC: Yes. 
SCM: How does that remain intact? You toured for years. You guys have been through a lot. 
TC: | think it’s ‘cause we were friends before the band even started and | think we had that founda- 
tion. 
SCM: Most people who are friends when they're 13 or 14 aren’t still friends at 22 or 23. 
TC: Well that is true. But | mean like, three of us went to elementary together, so we were friends for 
a really long time and it’s kind of like a home. We know them so well and they know you so well and 
| also think that we are doing so much, like you’re saying, the other three girls know my experience 
— they’re the only other people really that could really understand what I’m going through and | under- 
stand what they’re going through. | also think we have really similar senses of humor. We can make 
each other laugh. 
SCM: ! think that’s one of the best things about being in a band is that you get to be in a gang. 
TC: Yeah, we definitely feel that way. 
SCM: /f Joan Jett got in a fight with Lita Ford, who would win? 

TC: Oh man! | don’t want them to even get in a fight! They probably have already...Well, | love 
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Lita...| don’t even know if | want to answer that question. That’s really hard. We've played with 
Joan and she’s just so nice and so cool. | love her. 
SCM: Who are your favorite bands to play with? 
TC: The Strokes were really fun actually. It was kind of crazy, we were like a little nervous about is 
the audience going to like us. | think it’s kind of hard to find bands that we work with musically. They 
were really cool and they were really nice. | mean | think that’s the other thing is that you have to find 
people that you know you spend so much time, like soundcheck or whatever, like OK Go — they are 
really nice guys and it’s cool just to hang out with them and everything. We’ve done a couple of shows 
with Batmobile and they were fun, we’re friends with them and stuff. There’s this Canadian band, The 
Smugglers, and we did a couple of tours with them and they're really funny and so that was kind of 
cool. 
SCM: Who are your favorite three drummers? 
TC: Tommy Lee, definitely. | like Phil Rudd from AC/DC, definitely one of my favorites. A lot of people 
when | say that, they’re like, But he’s so simple... He puts the song first and | think he does do some 
really cool little things that add to that song without taking over. | think that’s really important. 
SCM: You're the only other drummer other me that ever says Phil Rudd. 
TC: That’s so cool! 
SCM: /| would probably say Paul Cook from The Sex Pistols. 
TC: Oh yeah, he’s great. 
SCM: Give me a third. 
TC: | like Charlie Watts a lot. 
SCM: /f you could open for any band out of the history of rock and roll, who would it be? 
TC: | guess I'd have to say either Guns ‘N’ Roses with the original lineup or AC/DC. 
SCM: /f every baby girl was given an electric guitar, a copy of KISS “Alive,” and a pair of engineer 
boots as a birthright, would the world be a better place? 
TC: Yes. 
SCM: /| agree; and in order to make the same kind of improvement, what should every baby boy be 
given? 
TC: Maybe some soap — because | think after a while some guys — not all guys — don't really feel like 
they have to shower anymore. | think it might be kind of cool if they got the soap when they were 
young and then maybe when they were around like 22 or something, using it would be a habit. <« 
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OUINTAINE AMERICANA 


A in | No Foolin’ By Tony Savarino as told to Max Cady 


Photo by Lindsey Walker 


Mississipi: Home of Muddy Waters, birthplace of Elvis Presley, and origin of exactly one half 
of Quintaine Americana. Like Muddy, these boys came up North to live a better life and make the 
kind of music they couldn’t make back home. 

If you’ve ever traveled through the Deep South, there is a persistent feeling you get. It’s that knawing 
threat of doom that just kinda’ lurks around the corner, no matter how sunny the day is or how warm 
the folks seem. ”There’s just lots of things that can kill you down there,” explains drummer Jason 
Beauregard King. When asked what his fate would have been had he not come to Boston he said, 
unblinkingly, “I’d be in jail.” 

This is the darkness that resides in the heart of Quintaine Americana. Rock ’n’ roll and evil have 
always gone together like pigs’ knuckles ’n’ grits. On Quintaine’s new release Dark Thirty (Curve Of 
The Earth Records) it gets served up with a vengeance. The bass and guitars are heavy as guilt. The 
drums have the fire and force of Sherman’s march through Atlanta.The lyrics make Faulkner seem 
like an after-school special. All of Quintaine’s bum trips and bad kharma were channelled by co- 
producers Mudrock and Andrew Schneider and the final result of Dark Thirty is pure, Southern fried 
fear and loathing. 

When these unhinged good ol’ boys throw a party they enjoy bein’ neighborly. How fitting that their 
special guests at their pre-tour CD release hootenanny (March14th -The Middle East) would be New 
Hampshire’s own chief purveyors of Marshall-driven shipwrecks and cabinfever chaos, the mighty 
Scissorfight. This is just party music......For The Donner party. 


Tony Alessandro Savarino (SoundCheckMagazine): How the fuck did you get from Drew, Missis- 
sippi to Boston? Did you just wake up one day and say, “Let's go to Boston?” 
Jason Beauregard King: Yep. 
Robert Earl Dixon: [to Jason] You gotta a give a better answer than that. You can’t just give a yes or 
no answer. 
SCM: What kind of town is Drew, Mississippi? Is it like Tupelo? 

RED: No. It’s smaller than that. 
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JBK: It’s a lot more fucked up than Tupelo. It’s all broken down and shitty. 

SCM: What do you do for fun there? 
JBK: You can burn shit down. 

RED: Brick fights and shit. 
JBK: [Laughs] Yeah, brick fights. 

RED: You can kill stuff. You can kill stuff with bricks. 

SCM: What do you kill? 

RED: Animals. 
JBK: You can shoot stuff. 

SCM: Where did you first live in Boston? 
JBK: South Boston. Up on Broadway, by Store 24. You take a walk in the schoolyard, you’re gonna 
run up on some shit. 

RED: We used to have to walk by the D Street projects to get to the T. Those are closed down now. 
JBK: We kicked the fucking shit out of them bastards. 

SCM: How did you hook up with Marc? 

RED: Marc was screwing a roommate of ours. 

Pete Wendall Valle: That’s right. Dave was. 

RED: No. Marc’s friend was screwing a roommate of ours. Then Marc screwed her after that. 

Marc Upton Schleicher: | heard these guys were looking for a bass player. 

RED: That was before he screwed our roommate. 
JBK: | would’ve banged her too. [Laughter] 

RED: | wouldn’t have banged her. 
JBK: She’d walk around in her underwear. 

RED: | had an opportunity to bang her. The old singer was going out with this other girl that Marc 
went out with, that he later got engaged to. | would have banged the girl Marc got engaged to. 
[Laughter] 
SCM: What is the dark 30? 

RED: It’s a half hour after it’s dark. 
JBK: Down South, that’s where it come from. You feel it a little bit more down there. 
TS: How do you feel it? 

RED: It’s spooky. 
JBK: Crickets start making noises, the locusts come out, a lot of shit...You know, it’s a little eerie 
where we live. Hate is out there, whatever hates are out there. You better watch your ass. They’re out 
on the prowl. 

RED: For people who believe in that sort of thing, that’s when ghosts and spirits are most active. 
SCM: You ever run up on any bad luck during the dark 30? 

[Long pause] 
JBK: | have never run up on any bad luck. It'll run up on you, though. 
SCM: Have you been working on the new record for a long time? 

RED: We worked on it for a short period of time. 
SCM: | remember having a five-song, two summers ago. 

RED: We recorded it at different times. We did three songs with Mudrock [producer] two years ago, 
and then we’ve done two sessions with Andrew Schneider. We put it off for a while [record biz talk 
deleted; bad luck to talk about]. In a vague kind of way. 
SCM: Tell us about working with Andrew Schneider and Mudrock. 
MUS: We worked with a bunch of different people. | think when we finally worked with Schneider and 
Mudrock was, like, when the music actually...for so many times, when you go in to record, you’d be 
all pumped up, and then you go in to listen to play back. It would always sound little bit wrong to me. 
I'd be like, “C’mon, | went out and got a really good amp, | got a really good bass. This doesn’t feel 
like it ever feels on tape. It doesn’t feel like this when we play live.” | think, when we got to record with 
Schneider and Mudrock... 
RED: We recorded with Mudrock before we recorded with Schneider. 
MUS: We two songs with Mudrock, ‘cause he was moving out to LA. He wanted to produce some 
bands. So he offered to do two songs with us. And after he produced it with us, he had us put all these 
extra guitars on it, and this finally gave me the feeling of when we play live. 
RED: We have so much fun in the studio, putting background vocals on things. We were really having 
a good time recording. | always hated recording. When we started playing around with stuff, putting 
more guitars and vocals on...Songs you'd go in the studio with, you didn’t think were good. And after- 
wards, you come out of it and be like, “Wow, | can’t believe we finished with this.” 

JBK: We started producing shit. 


QUINTAINE AMERICANA - CONTINUED ON PAGE 53 
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Gloryhallastoopid syste eercino 


Photo by Lindsey Walker ~. . 


Just when you thought the lowest common denominator couldn’t get any lower, The Sweat- 
pant Boners burst out of Nowhere, MA last year with a sound and style that makes “Married With 
Children” look like “Masterpiece Theater.” Their debut album, Cruisin’ With The Masters, features the 
classy little ditties “Pee With Your Father” and “Save Your Virginity (‘Til We Come to Your Town)”; their 
popularity has rapidly spread like an obnoxious case of crabs. The Sweatpant Boners make regular 
appearances on WAAF and WFNX and are playing to increasingly packed houses in New England 
and NYC. For the uninitiated, the always-entertaining SPB live experience is sort of like watching 
Andy Kaufman do a musical interpretation of backyard wrestling videos. Frontman Robby Road 
Steamer prattles on about old “Full House” episodes between songs while molesting a plastic owl 
with a thigh master and baiting the audience. The band released a DVD last fall that sold out almost 


SCM ISSUE 72 


26 > SCM MARCH 2003 


immediately, and a follow-up edition featuring concert footage, music videos, interviews with 
Steamer’s grandmother, Tom Green-style assaults on the public, and other randomness will be avail- 
able March 20th. Three SPB superfans, Pete Vasconcellos, Jill Passano, and Johnny Daly were given 
the opportunity to ask the enigmatic STEAMER (who insisted on having his name printed in caps) 
some questions via e-mail: 


SoundCheck Magazine: If rock ‘n’ roll can save lives, should we deploy the Rolling Stones to 
Somalia? 

STEAMER: Did you say rock ‘n’ roll? Then why are we talking about the Rolling Stones? Maybe 50 
years ago we could have sent them. The only thing they’ve cornered the market on these days is 
selling their past glories to car commercials. Now the only thing | associate “Wild Horses” with is 
Johnny Khaki-Shorts riding down the freeway in his new Honda with loafers and no socks to show off 
his hot tanned ankles. Why do middle-age men always do this? If you want Somalia to be saved, then 
send THE STEAMER and THE SWEATPANT BONERS to Somalia with some sort of stringed instru- 
ments and an amp. Hunger will be gone, or whatever the fuck the problem is over there. Don’t know 
and don’t care, just write me another check, baby! BOOM!!! 

SCM: What's up with the owl lawn ornament? Did you look at a plastic owl in someone’s garden one 
day and go, “I'd sure like to stick that down my pants and put my arm up its ass?” 

STEAMER: Lawn ornament? It’s a centerpiece of your fucking existence. Don’t give me any crap 
about my owl being some piece of plastic | just shove on my arm. Ask any of the thick women in the 
front row of our concerts in denim skirts and bobbie socks with pink pumps if this “plastic owl’ is just 
some lawn ornament. That owl has pleased more men and women than you will ever dream of. Just 
because | ain’t going up on stage with my hair over one eye and a mesh hat talking about how boring 
life is at the coffee house doesn’t mean I’m not the key to the kingdom! BOOM!!! DVD RELEASE 
PARTY MARCH 20th AT THE MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS! BRING ALL YOUR LAME COLLEGE 
FRIENDS! 

SCM: How much of your schtick did you rip off from professional wrestling? 

STEAMER: Why?? Just because | have the body of a god? You’re putting me up on a cross when 
you have 2,000 bands trying to be like The Strokes and the other 2,000 trying to be like Godsmack. 
You should be all wet that you don’t have to do another dime-a-dozen interview with one of your emo 
bands that thinks “really deep thoughts” and wants to tell that oh-so-exciting story about how the band 
got together... “Well, | was in The Peterson Project, and my drummer was working at the coffee house 
where we use to jam and we decided...’ Thank god | saved your sorry ass from that cookie-cutter bull- 
shit. NO THANK YOU BALDINO! You should put aside the whole magazine this month for the 
STEAMER! 

SCM: Do you think sweatpants will ever come back in style? 

STEAMER: So this is how it’s going to be? You know | wear them - so you're calling me out??? 
What's in style? Sweatpants are the pants of Jesus. When you're in sweatpants, you're in control. Men 
who wear sweats listen to metal. Men who wear anything else are in Barenaked Ladies land. Go 
ahead and drive your Yugo to their concert tonight and sing, “Chicken bacon waking it’s the finest of 
the flavors!” FOOL!!! BOOM! 

SCM: /f you were a Hollywood Square, who would you want underneath you? 

STEAMER: Every record label that has been trying to give us only 15% of our damn album sales. | 
would love to drop a gift from my body to the top of their heads and laugh in ecstasy as they carry 
my ass off the soundstage kicking and laughing while they cut to a commercial break and bring in 
Shadow Stevens to take my place. 

SCM: Fill in the blank. Just because I’m a man, it doesn’t mean | can’t 

STEAMER: Pee sitting down. Some days a man just needs to take a load off his boots and have a 
good ol’ leak squatting. 

SCM: / know that you have been known to pee with your father, but have you ever peed with your 
father in a public pool? 

STEAMER: Because of my body hair, and the way my cob bunched in my shorts | was never allowed 
near a public pool when | was younger. We've come so far with civil rights... But have we really? WE 
SHALL OVERCOME! < 


Visit www.sweatpantboners.com for song downloads and details on their DVD release March 20th at 
the Middle East downstairs, featuring Plan B, Clutch Grabwell, 16 Years of Grace, and Stranglehold. 
Also playing March 15th at The Living Room in Providence, RI with Bi-anal Ham Sandwhich, 
Drinkfist, Obstokl, Acclivity ... it’s an all-ages show 
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By Deek McDeekula 
NX Photos - Metal Blade 


Let’s just put it this way, just for being familiar with the work of one Chris Barnes, whose 
international rise in the world of metal came in 1988 with the evil he spewed forth through the 
work of Cannibal Corspe, you’ve probably earned easier passage to an afterlife down below. 
Chris, now the driving force behind a different evil (for quite awhile), recently made Deek’s 
(WBCN/PureRockFury.com) YEAR when he agreed to a phone interview from his home, as it 
turned out, in Tampa. The following is the product of a 70-minute phone call (much omitted so as 
to fit in this damn issue!) where Chris, frontman of Six Feet Under, spilled the beans on every- 
thing from his love of horror movies, to his guaranteed way of making sure that club promoters 
don’t screw him...you’ll see...you'll see... 


SoundCheck Magazine: Hold up Chris, gotta give this the official sounding grand intro... 

ahem... Here we are yet again for SoundCheck Magazine, and right now, | have the distinct 

pleasure of talking to “The Duke Of Decay,” Mr. Chris Barnes of Six Feet Under! Chris, again, 

huge thanks for this, and being a huge fan of the band and owning every damn album you’ve put 

out with S.F.U.- except the EP, just to be honest - and owning most of your material from your 

days in Cannibal Corpse, gotta say, very psyched for this, just to let you know where I’m coming 

from... 

Chris Barnes: Well thank you man, thanks for buying all the CDs, too - more money for me so | 

can buy more weed. 

SCM: You sir, are a fiend! But that’s an established fact | suppose... 

CB: That's right... smokin’, hangin’ inside, just enjoying the day right now... heard you guys had 

some pretty shitty weather though (The Blizzard on 2/17). 

SCM: Tell me about it! It [the weather] blows up here, we got like two feet of snow. Where are 

you calling from anyway, Tampa? Wanna know where we stand geographically so | don’t run up 

your phone bill and cut into album royalties and all that... | know how a lot of bands have to take 

it in the dumper in that respect... but more so those who’ve signed in blood to “Mega-huge 

Records Incorporated.” Then there’s the other side of club’s trying to f’ya as well... 

CB: Yeah, in our case it’s nothing like that, Metalblade’s real good to us; it’s not like the majors... 
you know, dealin’ with the “Big Boys.” I’m in Tampa right now though, my new home, been here 
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for about 10 years now. It’s an average day, oh, about 70 degrees, I’m wearing shorts... 

SCM: Now, for official starters, “Double Dead,” the DVD, has been out now for quite awhile, but 
now there’s the new “Double Dead DVD Redux.” Tell us a little bit about that - it came out the 28th 
of January, right? 
CB: Yeah, it did... basically, what it is, is the old double DVD, with some cover art | did, but it also 
now has a live show we recorded in San Francisco. it’s a ton of unreleased stuff pretty much... 
SCM: Now the first disc in “Double Dead” is an entire show live from St. Paul [Minnesota], which 
as your single city of live-show-choice, seems somewhat random in selection. Since you are the 
force behind all this, what's the story there? 
CB: Well, it was the one show we happened to film and it was a real good night for us there - 
well over 1,000 people in attendance, so we thought it’d be the one show we used to best repre- 
sent what we do. 
SCM: ...And on a tangent of that...”Double Dead” closely follows your most recent LP on Metal- 
blade Records (which also features some video bonuses), “True Carnage”... | think it’s safe to say 
that Walmart and K-Mart won’t EVER carry it, or any of your material for that matter... 
CB: Walmart’s lettin’ up a bit | think, but K-mart, those guys are just about gone now... don’t think 
they matter anymore... don’t need ‘em either... 
SCM: That's right, they’re closing shop left and right, but... what I’m gettin’ at... on “True 
Carnage” you guys had the cover art done, courtesy of Mr. Paul Booth, who, many might know, 
is a very famous artist as far as tattooing goes. I’ve met him - actually his mother too - and they’re 
both unbelievably friendly, but connection-wise, how do you guys know each other? 
CB: Most of the stuff that happens to us, the connections, just seem to come out of nowhere and 
just by plain luck in some cases, with Paul... well, before | knew him, for awhile | wasn’t into 
tattoos too much, but then about six or so years ago | started really looking at tattoo magazines 
again where his work always seems to be featured, and it’s amazing stuff - sculpting, painting, the 
guy does it all, too; he’s really incredibly talented... but one night after a gig, we heard he was 
outside and wanted to come on the tour bus, and when we met he’s like “Man, I’m a huge fan of 
what you do,” and | felt exactly the same way towards him so we hit it off immediately. 
SCM: Have you gotten any ink from him? 
CB: Yeah, he’s done some stuff for me. | got a ton of tattoos now; you can’t really see them unless 
| have my shirt off, though... hidden stuff beneath the shirt area. 
SCM: Since you guys apparently went all out with the “True Carnage” CD... and I’m sure you 
know where I’m going with this one... but Ice-T, Mr. “Momma’s Gotta Die Tonight”... 
CB: Yeah! “Momma’s Gotta Die Tonight”... alright! 
SCM: The Evil Genius who penned “Evil Dick,” and “Strippers”... the man did guest vocals on 
“One Bullet Left,” one of the CD’s highlights I'd say.... 
CB: | like to think so too, but we initially got a lot of flack for puttin’ him on the CD from a lot of 
our old fans who are more-so death metal purists... they gotta understand though, that | gotta 
please myself, and | gotta do what | feel like doing creatively... Some of them see Ice-T on that 
track as going mainstream to a degree... strayin’ from the formula... from the way things “tradi- 
tionally” have been done. 
SCM: How ‘bout real quickly onto one of your appearances, and again, I’m sure you know where 
this might be going. This one’s old school... “Ace Ventura: Pet Detective” with Jim Carrey probably 
introduced you guys to a TON of new listeners... it had to have been a huge introduction to the 
mainstream for your genre [death metal]... so again, how did a band like yours at the time find its 
way into a Jim Carrey flick? | was watching that for the first time and all of the sudden Jim Carrey 
walks into a club and holy shit... .its Cannibal Corpse on stage playing “Hammer Smashed Face!” 
CB: Yeah, that was pretty big for us... and our agent back then just called us and asked if we 
wanted to do a few tunes for the soundtrack to a Jim Carrey movie, and we were like “What!?... 
yeah sure”, | mean, we had watched the guy’s humor for a number of years and knew who he was 
and thought he was pretty damn funny, so we agreed pretty much immediately. 
SCM: What club was that shot at? 
CB: It was actually this club “The Cameo,” down in Miami, so the whole arrangement was pretty 
nice. We got a free trip down to Miami, and some real good exposure out of it. [Cannibal Corpse 
and Chris were based out of not-so-warm Buffalo, NY at the time.] 
SCM: And before | let you go so you can go enjoy the green... as | know you do... on yet another 
random note here - why the hell not, since I’m jumping all over the place here - but concerning 
nods to the old school, I’m curious as to your choice way back concerning “Wrathchild” for your 

Iron Maiden cover, since it's somewhat a lesser known and obscure tune as compared to, say, 
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A Guide To Resource Guides 


By Debbie Catalano 


Musician, manager, publicist, booking agent, tour manager - one tool that all positions in the music 
business need are resource guides. Whether you’re looking for venues, press, recording studios, 
lawyers, duplicators, etc., the most ideal tool of the trade is a list or guide with all the essential contact 
information to find just what you seek. 


Where do you find these guides? Or how do you know the one that may seem to be at your finger- 
tips is the best? The following is the “guide to the guides,” if you will, of finding and utilizing resource 
lists/guides to your best advantage: 


1. Do your research. 

There are several directories out there that feature divided listings but before you purchase one, 
make sure you are getting what you really need. For example, if you are a publicist, most likely you 
don’t need a guide of recording studios - a media directory would be the best bet. As a manager or 
tour manager, you want to find a guide of hotels, rehearsal spaces, transportation, etc. A booking 
agent, obviously a guide of venues would be useful. Often many of these lists are included in one 
book - however certain directories are more thorough than others, depending on their specialty. Look 
through them in a library or online to make sure they feature the lists that you know you need. 


2. Timing. 
Names change, companies come and go, area codes change...once you find the directory you want, 
time your purchase properly. In other words, most new ones are released between December and 
January. If you decide in September you want to buy a directory to do, say a radio mailing, you might 
want to wait a month or two to ensure you get the most updated version. Unless, however, you don’t 
mind and want to buy last year’s “model” 
at a reduced rate. 


THE BEST-SELLING MUSIC INDUSTRY RESOURCE 


3. Price. 

This leads to the third point: Price. The 
prices of these directories range from + 
$20 to $90, depending on how thick and — re By oi Si el 
thorough they are. The ones that | have 6: E details 
purchased have been worth their price = <a ty 
for what they offer - however, the more 

expensive ones | tend to buy every 

couple of years but | supplement it with the 
a lesser expensive, yet equally useful 
directory every year to ensure | have 
up-to-date listings. It’s up to you - but 
that goes back to research. [See #1 
above. ] 


4. Beware of Freebies. 
This leads us to the next point: Free list- 
ings. Be wary of free resource listings in 
magazines. These lists are usually 
outdated contacts reprinted or 
extracted from other guides - and they 
usually are thin on information. You get 
what you pay for. Though SoundCheck 
Magazine occasionally runs lists along- 
side articles (such as our pieces on 
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music conferences), most of our lists 
are small and concentrated. A magazine 
doesn’t have the time or manpower to . a 
produce the full information you need. Go to , lo’ DUMe IMNIICTBY : 
the source directly. Those people work on ‘ J R | } Ntg IN | W S| RY 
these guides all yearlong and it is their job : 


: 4,4 { \hL ew) >i ry, 
to provide that info as accurately and thor- 0 fi i i ed | Hy ( lik 
. z 4 ‘ i ml y 


oughly as possible. 


Under “freebies” you should also be 
aware of guides on the Internet. Sure you 
can do a search and come up with probably 
hundreds of lists and guides - and wow, 
most of them are free. But also most of 
them are outdated. | have found my own 
public relations company listed on such 
websites with my old area code, older 
company name, and some other outright 
incorrect information. | have never received 
a verification call from some of these, 
whereas the print publications that | know 
are of good repute, always call, fax, or e- 
mail every year personally to confirm my 
information. This is not to say that there 
aren’t excellent websites with lists - just be 
careful and don’t rely on only one. 


5. Learn how to use directories. 

O.K., you did your research, you decided how much you could or wanted to spend, and now you have 
this fresh new book. Now what? Well, don’t just start sending out packages willy-nilly. Even though 
record labels, managers, lawyers, etc., are often listed and they have agreed to be listed (at least they 
should be - | know | am contacted every year by a few for confirmation), many do not accept unso- 
licited packages and if it’s a good directory, you'll see that information in their listing - along with other 
important info. Take time with the directory, read through and get familiar with it and formulate a plan 
of action. Or perhaps you just bought it to have kind of like a Yellow Pages of the music biz - great. 
You'll definitely find yourself delving in there each month for one thing or another. 


The key to directories is understanding they are a resource and a tool - but like any tool, you have 
to make sure you use it properly. So again, read through the listings, keep in mind that even after 
publishing names, addresses, etc., change so make some calls first - you'll save time and money if 
you follow the above steps. 


There are plenty of many fine companies that produce directories out there - and some not so fine. 
Below is a list of just a few directories that we recommend, but there are several other excellent ones 
as well. Check out the websites to help you decide what is best for you or do a search online. 


The Musician’s Atlas 
www.musiciansatlas.com 


Recording Industry Sourcebook 
www.artistpro.com 


Billboard’s Musician’s Guide To Touring and Promotion 
www.musiciansguide.com 


The Yellow Pages of Rock 
www.yprock.com 


—— "YELLOW PAGES. 
Go to www.amazon.com ROCK 


or www.writersdigest.com to order 
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American Hi-Fi - CD Release Party - Axis, Boston, MA - 2/25/03 

Boston’s homegrown Stacy Jones and crew released their sophomore CD The Art Of Losing right 
here, back home at Axis, on February 25th. | showed up with Jeff Behar, SoundCheck photographer, and 
WMFO's, The Doctor for this great event. We went right upstairs to hobnob with the American Hi-Fi boys 
before their set. Let me just start off by saying, definitely no ego-trippin’ here at all. They were so appre- 
ciative for everyone showing up to support them and took the time to express that feeling. And | got a 
chance to chat with Stacy Jones and Jamie Arenizen, guitarist, before their set about how much fun they 
had making the video for the single, “The Art Of Losing.” If you saw the video, you know what American 
Hi-Fi is talking about. Now they were pumped up and ready to rock the Axis crowd to their knees. These 
alternative, punk-pop boys hit the stage - holy sh*t what a beginning to an amazing set!! | was watching 
from behind stage and saw the crowd going wild!! Especially when they broke out the hit from the first 
CD, “Flavor of The Weak.” The sound was great and the band was so energetic. | was totally impressed 
with drummer, Brian Nolan - he was hitting the skins so hard | thought his arms would fly off. Of course, 
bassist, Drew Parsons, was exceptional. Stacy and Jamie were all over the place, the collaboration on 
stage was just SWEET! Then when they pulled out the single, “The Art Of Losing,” | thought | was going 
to lose it! This song is so great live! Maybe we can talk the American Hi-Fi camp to put out a live CD next. 
| can’t say enough of how proud | was to see the home boys turn out another great CD! By the way big 
shouts to Kay Hanley, showing her support to Stacy. We had a beer together and let me tell you she 

looked great, last time | saw her she was nine months pregnant - boys you should see her now! 
- Stephanie Marino 


C60, Drinkfist, One Of Us, Jeepers H. Crackers - A Deek McDeekula-Pure Rock Fury Event - 
O’Brien’s, Allston, MA - 2/15/03 
| had really high expectations going to this show and was not disappointed in the least. Deek you’ve 
done it again, putting some great local bands together for a night of pure rock fury! Right as the night 
started off, the crowd was growing and the beers were flowing. Jeepers H. Crackers went on. WOW!! | 
thoroughly enjoyed the punkness of such a young band. Imagine what they'll sound like in a few years. 
Pretty damn good. One Of Us was up next. I’ve seen these guys before so | knew to expect a great 
theatrical kind of rock show that | find hypnotizing. And that’s exactly what | got - and the crowd was loving 
it. Drinkfist hit the stage next and | was right up front with a lot of other local musicians beside me: Weird- 
beard and Zack (Stratejacket), and Carlos (Changing Skin) just to name of couple. Anyway, Drinkfist 
started their set and was rockin’ heavy just the way | like it! They did some of their new songs, too, and 
kicked ass! Damn, that CD sounds like it’s going to be great! Those Drinkfist members, Fitzy, Dan, 
Delaney, and of course Shippey are so worth seeing live!! Thanks for a great show! Wait it’s not over yet. 
Who’s that, oh ya C60!! Hell, | haven’t seen Keith and the gang play out in a while. NICE!! As usual they 
put on a great set. O’Brien’s was hopping that night. So I’ll leave you with this in mind, next time you hear 
about these bands playing out, please note you won't be disappointed!! Get out and support your local 
music scene. 
- Stephanie Marino 


White Trash Deluxe, Steadfast (CD Release), and The Pug Uglies - O’Brien’s, Allston, MA - 2/13/03 

Oh my!!! What a great night of punk rock!! It was below freezing that night and still O’Brien’s had a really 
good crowd. See the weather doesn’t keep those punk rockers in the house. Especially when you have 
such a great lineup as this night. The White Trash Deluxe boys hit us up first. Man oh man, the charisma 
and raw power of this band blows me away! Beside playing their originals, they snuck in a cover of Aero- 
smith’s “Rats in The Cellar’ and Johnny Thunder’s “Too Much Junkie Business.” But | think my favorite is 
a White Trash Deluxe original, “My Revolver. They have been around for a while and | don’t know, but to 
me they just keep getting better. On to Steadfast, for their CD release, “She’s Got The Eyes.” The crowd 
was really into it, and a lot of other local musicians were in this crowd taking in the sweet punk sound of 
Steadfast. They are so impressive, a three-piece original punk band, with members dating back to when 
they were 14 years old and a kick-ass chick drummer. They got the hour set and | believe played all of 
their new CD, She’s Got The Eyes and some stuff from an earlier CD Sixteen Reasons Why. The crowd 
at O’Briens wouldn't let the Steadfast band off the stage, it was really great to see the support. | had an 
ear-to-ear grin from all the warmth this brought into such a cold night. Now for The Pug Uglies!!! Damn! 
Never a bad time with these Dorchester punk boys. They are AMAZING!! Jim Pug is so talented and his 
guitar, | swear, touches the floor while he’s playing and doing lead vocals. One of my favorites by them is 
“Street Rule” - | just love this band. Sorry too mushy, but | can’t help it. This was just such a great night 
of punk rock. Plus Jim and the rest of The Pug Uglies were putting on their jackets and the crowd wanted 
more. So jackets and all they blew up with a Social D cover of “Sick Boys” and a bunch of people from 
the audience went up and sang with The Pugs. So as you can tell from the first set to the last it was one 
hell of a night! Thanks to all the fellows at O’Brien’s for a great time. 

- Stephanie Marino 
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The holy trinity of first generation U.K.punk was, without a doubt, The Clash, The Sex Pistols, 
and The Buzzcocks. They started a revolution for all the right reasons...and got a result they never 
even imagined. 

“It was all about making the rules suit what we wanted to do. It started off with a manifesto which 
was, really, to make music that nobody would like. Unfortunately, we did that and everybody loved 
it. So, it backfired really," laments Buzzcocks main-man, Pete Shelley. Back then the Buzzcocks 
were all about passion, confusion, lust, longing, humor, and rage all delivered in 2.5 minute master- 
pieces of hooks, power, and melody.The brand-new Buzzcocks self-titled release (on Merge 
Records) is all that and more. Specificlly, more guitars...walls of 'em....and that does nothing but 
enhance this band’s trademark breakneck pop punk sensibility. The new CD hits streets on March 
8th in the U.S. and The Buzzcocks will tour The States doing clubs on their own and the sheds with 
Pearl Jam (!!!) this spring and early summer. | recently spoke with the legendary Mr.Shelly via 
phone from his home in London just before an Austalian tour. Hope y'all enjoy this as much as we 
did. 


SoundCheck Magazine: Where does the harmony in your head come from? How did you develop 
your sense of melody? 
Pete Shelley: Well | suppose | was lucky in a way because being born in the mid ‘50s was really 
when that music was changing. The Beatles and Stones. Then the pirate radio station because they 
used to play these pop music records. | mean during the ‘60s, especially in Britain, | mean after 
The Beatles, that’s sort of when pop music really took off. 
SCM: Since you went in that direction, what is your perception now of the indie music scene in the 
United States as opposed to Europe vis-a-vis radio, touring, and press? 
PS: | don’t know. It always confuses me, what they call the “indie scene.” | mean what used to be 
indie, especially in the ‘80s, was a genre of music, but then | found out that the indie chart was only 
because the records were manufactured but distributed by independent distributors; and therefore 
it wasn’t anything to do with the music, it was just to do with the way that it was distributed. So | 
thought that was a bit strange, really, because | always thought it had to do with the music. 
SCM: Yes and no. 
PS: It depends on what you mean by indie, because it means different things to different people. 
SCM: You’ve never been on a major label, have you? 
PS: Well, EMI. [Laughs] 
SCM: Oh yeah, that’s right. What are your current three favorite records? 
PS: That is a hard one. As far as favorites...on Wednesday | actually went to see The Flaming Lips, 
which was brilliant...| don’t know if it’s ‘cause | drank a lot, though. But it was really an enjoyable 
evening, so that was good. | suppose Eminem, as well. 
SCM: Really?! 
PS: Yes. What do you mean “really?” He’s so funny. 
SCM: He is funny as hell. 
PS: Yeah. | mean, that’s the thing which people always miss about punk rock is that it wasn’t meant 
to be taken seriously — not in a pole-faced way. It was funny. It was funny to watch, but that was 
part of it; the humor was implicit in the — the thing it did to people; it made people happy. 
SCM: Do you find a band like Blink182, who are trying real hard to be funny and funny to watch, 
punk rock at all? 
PS: Well, | mean you’re probably talking to the wrong person insofar as finding them funny. | mean 
sometimes, you know, they can be slightly humorous but | don’t know, there always seemed some- 
thing odd about — especially Blink182. 

SCM: However a band like NOFX | think is extremely funny and very punk rock in their ethic, 
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but then again, they have the pedigree to prove it. 
PS: | mean | think if people try and be something, | mean maybe they try too hard. The best one 
is when it’s just natural. When the joke isn’t something really thought about and contrived. 
SCM: Do you still live in Manchester? 
PS: No, | live in London; I’ve lived in London for 18 years now. 
SCM: Have you seen “24 Hour Party People”? 
PS: Yes, yes, | took Steve on his birthday last year. 
SCM: What did you think about it? 
PS: Well, | thought it would be confusing to people watching it because they wouldn’t know which 
were the funny bits and which were the bits which actually happened, because some of the bits 
which actually were funny, but you may think it’s just the comic affect — and the other bits were 
comic affect; and because the line gets blurred on it, they have to tell the bits which are played for 
laughs and the bits which are intentionally funny. 
SCM: How much of the way of the story of the Sex Pistols’ first Manchester gig and the influence 
it had is myth and how much is reality? 
PS: The person they’ve got to play me doesn’t look a bit like me — he’s about six foot tall and you’ve 
seen the wide shoulder, he has more of a triangular shape, I’m just straight up and down all five 
foot six of me. 
SCM: But | mean as far them — the Pistols showing up there and all of the Manchester community 
being there and the light went on. 
PS: Yes, there is actually a TV documentary and the subsequent book called That’s Why | Was 
There, which tells the story of that first gig and all the people that went to it and interviewed all the 
people, who it’s really about 43 people at the first one — but thousands of other people now claim 
to have been present. But | mean it was true that the people who were there, some started doing 
things. | mean some people went on to live normal lives afterwards as if it didn’t really affect them 


SCM: That's too bad. 

PS: | think anybody with the slightest yearning to do something of any cultural belief in whatsoever, 
they were actually there and they were inspired to go ahead and do it — because that was the whole 
thing punk kids, it enfranchised people, rather than being passive consumers, they were encour- 
aged to be active participants in their own culture. That’s why it steamrolled and it spread like wild- 
fire. 

SCM: What is your most prized possession? 

PS: [Long pause] No idea. 

SCM: What's your most expensive possession? 


42 > SCM MARCH 2003 


(@) 


Neve. Studer. Prolools HD. 


1260 Boylston Street 
Suite 204 

Boston, MA 02215 
T. 617.536.6767 

F. 617.536.0768 
mixonestudios.com 


SCM Feature 


% 
= 
a 
Ss 
= 

= 
o 
o 

= 
o 

s 
i= 
Ss 
3 
a 
= 
= 
= 


SCM ISSUE 72 


PS: Most expensive possession? | suppose my computer — well not if you count the car. 

SCM: What guitar has been with you the longest? 
PS: Oh guitar — | do have a Gordon Smith, which I’ve just turned into the guitar shop to get 
repaired, which I’ve had since 1978. It’s an early Gordon Smith, it’s number 53 is the serial number 
on it. 
SCM: Do you have a favorite amplifier? 
PS: No, not really; | usually use one of those Marshall JCMs — anything like that really, because 
I’ve never been one for fiddling around and there’s no planning behind the Buzzcocks sound. It’s 
just basically turn everything up and play. 
SCM: What in rock and roll will never betray you? 
PS: | suppose in some ways it’s the integrity of it, that’s what doesn’t betray you. | mean it is some- 
thing where you can aspire to be as honest as you can be. 
SCM: So, what must you never betray in rock? 
PS: Well they’ve always said you can fake sincerity; | suppose a lot of people go through the 
motions and do it, but | mean it’s very revealing...it is something that you’ve got to believe in doing 
or there’s no point in doing it; you might as well do something else. 
SCM: Name three people, artists or not, that you consider to be geniuses. 
PS: Geniuses? If you had asked me this question like 30 years ago then | would have had a 
different answer but no it’s almost like | know when the tricks are done — at least most of them. 
SCM: What would your answer have been 30 years ago? 
PS: | suppose David Bowie would definitely be in that category. Another genius, | would imagine, 
Brian Eno. | suppose if it was 30 years ago it probably would be John Lennon. 
SCM: /f you could learn something — one thing with just snapping your fingers, what would you 
like to learn that easily? 
PS: If it was just snapping my fingers | suppose it would be playing the piano — | mean to play it 
well, I’m a bit of a two-fingered pianist. 
SCM: Name three things for which you're grateful. 
PS: My family and friends, my health, and the fact that I’ve never had to do a proper job 
SCM: Pete, it’s been an absolute honor and pleasure to speak with you. 
PS: Oh thank you. 

SCM: The world is a better place with the Buzzcocks in it. « 


LOOOSE MONKEY'S 


SELF-TITLED DEBUT CD 


On Sale Now!!! at all 


a Newbury Comics and Tower Records locations. 


-Recording studio- 
-Live music hall- 
Located in Hanson, MA 1/2 hr south of Boston 


781-293-8378 


See them Live! 
March 28, 9 pm @ Bill's Bar 
5 Lansdowne Street-Boston, MA 
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SCM The Amplifier 


Scissorfight - Potential New Agent for Unconventional Warfare - 6-song CD (Tortuga 
paper n Records) *k« 
Produced by Andrew Schneider, Craig Riggs, and Scissorfight 

Have you read the title of this review and thought to yourself, “Oh, Scissorfight. I’ve heard 
of them but never heard them. | will read this review and perhaps give some consideration 
4 to the purchase of their recorded product.” If this is the case, stop here. BUY THIS! If you 
read these reviews for their high style and witty observation by all means read on. Scissor- 
fight are a distillation of all that is virile and alive in heavy rock. The strut, street, and strength 
that are the key to unlocking the magic vertebrae at the top of the spine that allows your 
head to rock back and forth. In the way of Slaughter Shack and Stompbox, Scissorfight blend metal, punk, and 
classic American ‘70s rock into a hybrid that is greater than the sum of its parts. Rare today is the ability perpetrate 
an image of blood lust that isn’t an obvious deceit to all but the most icon-starved 14-year-olds. These New England 
gentlemen, however, seem genuinely dangerous. In their off-stage life, Scissorfight may prance around and giggle 
like schoolgirls at the Maypole. But their music suggests that it would be the result only of having shot a sworn 
enemy and skull fucked the corpse. 
- The Solid Citizen 


Slapshot - Greatest Hits, Slashes and Crosschecks - 22-song (Bridge Nine Records) *** 
Produced by Jack Kelly 

The liner notes of this re-recording of classic songs with additional new material pretty 
much sum up the role of Slapshot as archetype for all next wave hardcore bands. “By 1985 
there were only a few bands left kicking around and the Boston hardcore scene had gone 
from hardcore to metal to nil.” Slapshot became one of the very few groups to carry on in 
the proud and pure tradition of the original Boston hardcore scene. With former members of 
some of Boston’s best (Last Rites, DYS, Negative FX) Slapshot raised the bar with both 
their brutal and vicious albums and live shows. Though it’s been over a decade since the 
Solid Citizen could be seen in the pit with Jack Kelly swinging a hockey stick mere inches away from my handsome 
mug, this disc serves as an adequate reminder that the best anthems will never die. Serving as a primer for the 
uninitiated or a must-have for the die hard, Choke and co. prove that the anger still burns black and this town is still 
on the map. 
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- The Solid Citizen 


No Cover - Way - - 9-songCD *k** 
Engineering, and Mix: George J. Skelly; Additional Programming, Engineering, and Final 
Mix: Marc Soucy, Mark One Music Productions; Mastered by: John Weston, Futura Produc- 
tions 

That's right folks, | gave this CD four stars! Every once in a great while one comes across 
a CD that just has everything going for it: the music kicks ass, the lyrics are perfect, the mix 
is outstanding, and the overall production is obviously a labor of love. Way is one such CD. 
From the opening cut, “Kimono,” | was tapping my foot, nodding my head, and just really 


getting into it. | like “Sartori Om (hi)” best of all the cuts, but I’ve got a real fetish for synthe- 
sizers and that song just seemed to catch me. To my mind, there isn’t a weak tune on the CD, | just wish there was 
more of it! A standard line is “Yeah man, but can you dance to it?” Well | can’t ‘cause | can’t dance at all (you know 
the white guy that black comedians make fun of for their dancing? That’s me), but this CD will make you want to get 
out your seat and move. Techno/trance, electronica maybe be a developed taste, but if you like the genre, then you 
will like this CD. | loved it from the first cut. Contact: shadowman@nocover.org_/www.nocover.org_ 

- Mike Walsh 


A.18 - Forever After Nothing - 12-song CD (Victory Records) * 

Stuff like this is what makes being a music reviewer a real pain in the ass, especially when 
the vocals are a) incredibly annoying, and b) pushed way too far forward in the mix, making 
it really difficult to pay attention to the music supporting them and making the album a chore 
to listen to. The terribly named A.18 combine run-of-the-mill tough guy hardcore with the 
sounds of modern rock radio (Rage Against The Machine, Korn, Deftones) on every track 
save the eighth, where they blatantly rip off Fugazi’s “Merchandise.” The riffs and song struc- 
tures are pretty decent, but | can’t decide which of the singer’s two vocal styles is lamer: the 
half-assed death metal-ish puke-scream, or the Zack de la Rocha-style “menacing” stage 
whisper. If these guys got an “edgy” frontman who could sing in a passable manner (think Crazytown), they’d be 
tearing up the commercial breaks during “The Osbournes” along with Trik Turner. You be the judge of whether that’s 
good or not. Contact: www.heroesaredead.com 


- Mike Baldino 


Produced by Dogwood, Sean O’Donnell, and Sam Boukas 
Dogwood has a lot of potential, but they apparently have no idea what to do with it. They 


S 3 have a powerful, driving rhythm section, an inventive guitarist, and a great ear for catchy 
8 - © hooks and vocal melodies; unfortunately, they can’t decide whether to be a full-on hardcore 


a 
DOGWOOD |& 
ie serene 
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Sick of it All trying to weasel their way onto MTV by writing Blink-182-style songs - it'd be a clusterfuck, 
right? Right. At the same time, Dogwood almost makes it work during certain moments, and when they find their 
groove, it’s pretty cool (“Absolution,” the fifth track, nails their formula). Hopefully they’ll figure out how to turn the 
good bits into an entire album. Contact: www.toothandnail.com 


- Mike Baldino 


- 7 Swingin’ Utters - Dead Flowers, Bottles, Bluegrass, and Bones - 17-song CD 
Synge BriER (Fat Wreck Chords) *** 1/2 

ee ais) Produced by The Greedy Bros. at Stout Recording, Oakland, CA 
a Swingin’ Utters sound like Mike Ness fronting Rocket from the Crypt. The production is up- 
fee] front and very glossy, the guitar melody lines are classic and catchy, and there are a number 
a "| of great sing-along moments. This record sounds the soundtrack to a teen movie, specifi- 
cally the part where the nerdy downtrodden antihero pulls into the high school parking lot 


e but non-threatening, he’s into punk but not in that crusty way that'll scare off the parents - 
kinda like Cusack in Say Anything. The Swingin’ Utters are power pop punk without the goofy candy vibe, their lyrics 
are personal but not embarrassing, and they’re smart songwriters who are aware of tradition. Contact: www.swing- 
inutters.com 


- Mike Baldino 


Se] Turbonegro - Apocalypse Dudes - 13-song CD (Epitaph Records) ****& 

Arguably the Denim Demons’ greatest and most-beloved album, 1997’s Apocalypse 
Dudes has been sadly out of print for a few years, and thankfully Epitaph has sent us a 
reissue. The popular favorites “Rock Against Ass,” “Don’t Say Motherfucker, Motherfucker,” 
and “Rendeavous [sic] With Anus” showcase a balls-out band that combines the best 
elements of The MC5, Judas Priest, ‘80s punk and ‘70s cock rock, but it’s the opening seven- 
minute epic, “The Age of Pamparius,” that makes this album essential. The grand orchestral 
intro is reminiscent of Queen and classic prog, and then a dramatic whispered voice transi- 
tions the song into a Def Leppard / AC/DC-style blazing rocker. It’s just a classic goat- 
throwin’ raised fist headbanger from start to finish, and it represents everything you love about big dumb rock ‘n’ roll. 
Contact: www.epitaph.com 


- Mike Baldino 


Rock Kills Kid - 6-song CD (Fearless Records) * 

__| Produced by Loren Isreal and Cameron Webb 

Kid For some reason | was really excited by the name Rock Kills Kid. It sounded like the name 
wes| of a band that played balls to the wall rock and roll - everything loud, distorted, and in the 

red. That just isn’t the case. Uninspired playing, too many pretty harmonies, emo-ish lyrics, 

and too much studio magic make this another boring, generic release. At best this sounds 

like a pale immitation of Fugazi, but it mostly sounds like they’re eagerly waiting to make 

their MTV debut. Contact: www.rockkillskid.com 


- Jeremy Weiner 


Rufio - 3-song CD (Nitro Records) * 

I’m starting to sound like a broken record here, but too many pretty melodies too much 
studio gleam. | mean pretty melodies and good production have their place but when did 
punk get so shitty? | mean is anyone else sick of this shit? The riff that opens “Dont Hate 
_| Me” doesn’t make this worthwhile. As for the CD ROM portion, | can’t comment on it 
because my computer crashed both times | tried to open the file. So if you really care, buy 
“| the CD. Contact: www.rufiomusic.com 


- Jeremy Weiner 


Since By Man - We Sing The Body Electric - 11-song CD (Revelation Records) ** 
Produced by Kurt Ballou 

| immediately wrote this off shitty hardcore, then a melody (but not a pretty one) happened 
and my attention was kept long enough for me to realize that there was more going on. I’m 
not really sure what to make of this. There are a lot of changes and it tends to alternate 
between hardcore and arty sections. there’s also some electronic sections going on. Overall 
this will mostly appeal to hardcore fans but its appeal is broader. Contact: www.since- 


byman.com 
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- Jeremy Weiner 


Death By Stereo - /nto the Valley of Death - 13-song CD (Epitaph Records) * 

Another band with a missleadingly cool name. This straddles the line between punk and 
hardcore. The big problem is that it takes itself way too seriously. Whatever happened to 
songwriters that could tackle serious subject matter and maintain a sense of humor. Very 
boring. Contact: www.epitaph.com 


- Jeremy Weiner 
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Mad Caddies - Just one More - 15-song CD (Fat Wreck Chords) *1/2 

This is pretty much typical American ska in that it mostly sounds like a punk band with a 
horn section. It has a few high points and is fun to listen to at times but there’s nothing really 
stand-out going on here. Contact: www.fatwreck.com 


- Jeremy Weiner 


Looose Monkey - 9-song CD *#*** 
Recorded and mixed at Prism Sound by John Ellis; Produced by John Ellis and Loose 
Monkey; Mastered at Tampa Bay Mastering by Hank Kooistra 

A friend of mine recommended these guys to me... and | am really glad he did. | absolutely 
fucking love it! They define rock and roll. | don't quite get the band name... but the music 
makes up for it - heavy, thick guitars, pounding basslines, and hard-hitting precise drumming 
blended perfectly with 'hard rock' vocals. WAAF must be all over these guys! Normally | have 
a hard time picking out a good song... in the case of Looose Monkey | have a hard time 
picking a song | don't like! | think my favorites had to be "Will It Ever End," "Promises," "Don't 
Walk Away," and "Insanity". They will be your new favorite rock band... | know they're mine! Contact: www.looose- 
monkey.com 
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- *Samantha* 


apm yx Rect nde Rae Six Feet Under - Double Dead - CD - DVD (Metal Blade) **x** 

Six Feet Under is far beyond most death metal artistry. Just from watching the DVD portion 
of Double Dead you can see and feel SFU taking over. Everything from the sound quality to 
the live footage was tremendous!! No one will be disappointed. | don’t want to give too much 
away, so I'll just tell you not to miss the very beginning of the DVD, it ties in with the whole 
story line all the way to the end. Also Chris Barnes, the death vox himself, plays a self-right- 
eous bitch at one point, you would think he needed a skirt. HAHA!! Ya right!! Fans are always 
| ready to lend a brother a hand with the kind Bud and Chris will accept and join in the festiv- 
SfeeeDOUBLE DEAD ities, hence the song “4:20.” Some people that aren’t SFU fans, will bitch that the CD and 
DVD are almost all the same songs, but no sh"t, it’s from their latest tour and they were recorded only a week apart. 
So anyone that has a problem with that can kiss my Metal Wench ass!! | loved it and that’s my opinion, find out for 
yourself and buy the damn thing. Death Metal Rules!! Contact: www.sfu420.com or www.metalblade.com 

- The Metal Wench 


Mudvayne - The End of All Things To Come - 12-tracks - (Epic Records) ***%* 
Produced and Mixed by David Bottrill; Co-produced by Mudvayne; Recorded at Pachyderm 
Studio, Cannon Falls, MN; Mixed at Larrabee North, North Hollywood, CA 

O.K. if you're a Mudvayne fan, you won't be disappointed at all. This CD is DAMN good!! 
Twelve tracks of ultimate hard core at its finest. Glad to see Mudvayne was involved in the 
production. Great job guys!! Can't wait to see them on tour again. | know the single “Not 
Falling” is all over the place, but listen to the whole CD and you'll find it's not the only hit. In 
fact, | wouldn't be surprised if this CD gets more airplay than the last one. More melodic than 
| imagined, give it up for these monstrous looking fellows, they can hold their own. Crap, 
another parental advisory; oh well, kids have your parents buy the edited version, I'm sure they did a good job with 
that, too. Scary artwork, looks like Mudvayne is emerging out of a pod like alien creatures. | love it! The only nega- 
tive thing is track 11, check out the CD and you'll know what | mean. Contact: www.epicrecords.com 
- Metal Wench 
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] Behemoth - Zos Kia Cultus (Here and Beyond) (Century Media) **** 
What do you get when you mix three Polish men with guitars, drums, and bass along side 
*| an unstoppable passion to create the most punishing metal imaginable? You get Behemoth. 


ri 4 ol oh 

= ‘ x | for more. From beginning to end, Behemoth delivers complex arrangements and technical 

hie pee) thy | guitar work while managing to never lose your attention. This album is full of dynamics and 

dani i) energy that remain untouched. | recommend the melodic technicality of “Here and Beyond,” 

the crunchy mid-paced fury of “As Above So Below,’ and the lightning speed of “The Harlot Ov The Saints.” Go forth 

and headbang yourself all the way to the chiropractor. In stores February 11th. Contact: www.behemoth.metalk- 
ings.com 


- Matt O'Dette 
Ten Miles South - Thrown To The Wolves - 10-song **1/2 
Recorded at Schuler Production, Framingham, MA; Engineered by Greg Schuler; Produced by TMS and Greg 
Schuler; Mastered by DRT Mastering, Peterborborough, NH 
Ten Miles South out of Lowell Mass., is definitely metal, it's not bad. | never heard of these guys, which surprises 
me since they have been around for a couple of years. TMS has that old school metal sound, while it's not very 
current to what you hear now, | don't hate it. If you like old school, then this is up your alley. They aren't hair band 
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sounding, but no growling and no hardcore. TMS sounds like someone I've heard before, | can't place it, 
but check it out for yourself. My suggestion would be that the front cover artwork should be on the back and the 
back on the front, | think it would make for a better looking CD. The production is pretty good, except for some vocals 
sounding like they're in the back, | think it was a good job. It just hit me, because of track 10, "Opaque," why this 
sounds like someone | heard before, they must be influenced by Metallica, this track is a mirror of “Nothing Else 
Matters.” Contact: www.tenmilessouth.com 


- Metal Wench 


Shattered Realm - Broken Ties...Spoken Lies - 10-song CD (Alveran Records) *%*«*« 

Having just re-pieced some semblance of my skull back together with model airplane glue, allow me to warn you 
of this band, for they are EVIL...EVIL | tell you! Shattered Realm’s Broken Ties...Spoken Lies, could very well be the 
heaviest damn CD I’ve heard in many fortnights. | can almost hear noses breaking right from the start of the CD's 
call-to-arms-anthem, “Showdown.” This little circular plastic disc in front of me, from this New Jersey outfit, weighs 
an estimated 3,000 pounds. | wouldn’t want to run into these guys in some dark alleyway, but I’d love to see them 
in a live setting...from a safe distance away of course. Think Hatebreed meets Sepultura, Slayer, Harvest, and 
Buried Alive in a maximum security prison, during a sharpened-spoon fight. These guys have more ink than a damn 
Bic factory! This CD made my week! In a genre that I’ve grown tired of, what with so many clone bands out there, 
it’s nice to be pulled back in with a CD such as this one, which impresses and terrifies the listener on all fronts. 
These guys are Schwarzenegger in his Predator days, with guitars. I’m guessing the drummer must use Louisville 
Sluggers in lieu of sticks, too. My advice...toss this one into your CD player, then immediately after, dive behind a 
pile 0’ sandbags, cover them gonads (or the female equivalent), and pray...then pray some more... Contact: 
www.alveranrecords.com 


- Deek McDeekula 


Blackstone Valley Crew - Ohana - 12-song CD (Suburban Assault) ***1/2 
All tracks recorded by Al Fontaine and Eric Dirosario at Depth Sound and The Dining Room; Mixed and Mastered 
by Al Fontaine 

This is as fun as it gets, and these guys, hailing from Woonsocket, RI, have taken their craft to a whole new level 
by adding a good deal of metal and hardcore into the mix. Some of this shit is pure f’n genious! On “Maiden 
Woonsocket’ they cleverly incorporate a “Bill and Ted’s” clip (“Give them the Iron Maiden”) then, yes, smoothly jump 
into an Iron Maiden guitar sample of old, soon before the rhymin’ and stealin’ begins. Much more entertaining than 
the Beastie Boys, no political B.S., and possessing the power to stir up a pit, Ohana, their latest release, is an effort 
you should certainly seek out. Another notable track “Paranormal Activity,” carries a “Close Encounters Of The Third 
Kind” theme throughout - could be the best track on Ohana. These guys later show their vocal diversity in “The Way 
We Bling” where Al Fontaine steps to the plate with Nelly-like finesse - nonstop, machine-gun rhymin’ in here! The 
BVC should be entering the big leagues real soon. See them while you can still get in the club! Spread the word! 
Contact: www.Blackstonevalleycrew.com/ www.BVC401.com 


- Deek McDeekula 


All You'll See - 5-song CD **1/2 

Man, this dude’s got some lungs! There’s one part on the CD where he holds a troglodyte- 
growl for a good 30+ seconds...pretty impressive. Fans of say...Obituary, or the band Trauma 
Concept (I really dig both bands) should certainly check this Boston-area band out. Gotta 
say though, while I’ve compared them to the two aforementioned bands, in terms of the 
melodic incorporation department, All You'll See bring a little more to the plate in that 
respect. A few of the tracks on this EP do succeed with their insertion of some fairly moving 
passages. My favorite track would easily have to be #2, “New Day,’ (which features Charlie 
from Breedinground on vocals) which I’ve takin’ a shinin’ to simply for its sheer brutality 
(which somewhat contradicts/doesn’t back my previous point...| know, | know). All in all though, | would really like 
to see these rapscallions (heh heh- love that word...yup, I’m a dork), just to see if they can pull off this sonic-violence 
in a live setting. My bet...hell yeah... Contact: Band @allyoullsee.com 

Grave - Back From the Grave - (Century Media) *** 

Recorded at Sunlight Studio 


sa +f As the title implies, they’re back. After a six-year hiatus, Swedish death metal origina- 


- Deek McDeekula 


| tors, Grave, once again deliver their take on how death metal should be played. You won’t 
find excessive speed or insanely technical guitars on this album. What you will find, 
however, is straight-forward, in-your-face death metal. Characterized by crunchy guitar 
tones, guttural vocals, and skull-crushing breakdown, this album proves that speed isn’t 
necessarily better. It reaches down to the purest elements of the genre with a rawness 
— that will whither the very skin off your torso. Check out “Rise,” “Dead is Better,’ and “Below.” 
Warning: If saved loud enough, this record might actually bring the dead Back from the Grave. Contact: 
www.intothegrave.com/www.centurymedia.com 


- Matt O'Dette 


Zao - All Else Failed - 8-song CD (Solid State Records) ** 
This disc is purely middling. Zao plays mid-tempo screamy metal/hardcore. They seem to be stuck in a state of 


SCM MARCH 2003 « 49 


Sa 
o 
= 
= 
‘= 
<x 
@ 
te 
- 
= 
© 
(“] 


www.soundcheckmag.net 


SCM ISSUE 72 


melodic purgatory, and don’t seem to break out of it on this disc. Their hardcore tunes don’t stand up and 
certainly don’t stand out. 
- Brendan McCarthy 


Point Break - Volume 1 - 18-song compilation CD (SideCho Records) ** 1/2 
| |had high expectations for this disc. It’s comprised of a who’s who of hardcore - including 
4 Converge, American “Nothing,” Drowningman, Stretch Armstrong, and more. | was 
"| expecting a real kick in the ass here, but | got more of a light poke in the butt. It is a solid 
| compilation, no exceptional standout tracks, but good nonetheless. 


- Brendan McCarthy 


Bluebloods - 18-song CD (I Scream Records) *** 

The Bluebloods serve up catchy street punk with rock ‘n roll riffs. This Boston band seems to be headed on the 
right track with this disc. Reminiscent of earlier Dropkick Murphy’s material - minus the Irish - the Bluebloods have 
the gang backing vocals and “whoa’s” in all the right spots. The disc starts off strong, but certainly wanes. Great 
production and an oh-so traditional family photo of Massachusetts’s own Kennedy family on the cover certainly add 
to this disc’s attractiveness. Top tracks include “02072” and “Twice as Strong.” 

- Brendan McCarthy 


Turbonegro - Ass Cobra - 14-song CD (Epitaph) ***1/2 
Turbojugend rejoice. This reissue of their classic 1996 album surely doesn’t disappoint. If 
you haven't had the fortune of coming across this fearsome foursome before, it’s time to get 
initiated. This Scandinavian band has set the stage for many of today’s punk bands. With 
songs titled, “| Got Erection” and “Midnight NAMBLA’” you just can’t go wrong. It’s balls-to- 
s| the-wall in-your-face punk, so get your sailor hats on and get this disc if you don’t have it 
already. 
- Brendan McCarthy 


Kings of Nuthin’ - Fight Songs... - 15-song CD (Disaster Records) **** 

This beer-swilling stylish punk rock outfit is known coast-to-coast for their out of control live 
| sets. But, how do they measure up on disc? These guys measure up more than a yardstick. 
The 15 feet-stomping sing-along tracks are a unique mix of rhythm and blues, psychobilly, 
and rock ‘n roll - quite a mix that works well here. | would pick some exceptional tracks, but 
| | like them all. Get this disc, play it at your next party and drink to your heart's content - you 
| won't be sorry. 

- Brendan McCarthy 


Voivod (Chophouse Records) *%*1/2 stars 

All hail, the kings are back! Voivod have returned with their first real studio album since 
1997. Original members Dennis "Piggy" D'Amour and Michel “Away" Langevin have 
regrouped with original singer Denis "Snake" Belanger and newcomer "Jasonic" aka Jason 
Newsted of Metallica fame, and life is good. These guys rip through 60 minutes of amazing 
metal with no filler and no bullshit. These are great songs! Technical but not over the top, 
heavy but still rock enough that you know what's going on. Double bass speed at times and 
then almost stoner rock at the next. If you’re a Voivod fan you’re gonna buy this record; if 


you're not a Voivod fan, you will be if you hear this. Contact: www.voivod.com 


- Mullet Pl. 


Irresponsibles - Quality of Life - 12-song CD (Bad Amerikan Records) **1/2 
Produced by Barry Marshall; Recorded at Q-Division Somerville, MA 

You can’t write a song called “Lobster Boy” and not expect any flak - especially if it contains 
a nod to the Knack’s “My Sharona” while rocking a Danzig riff. Irresponsibles are Boston 
power-pop impurists with either a penchant for the sweet leaf or a serious desire to acquire 
a cult following. Somewhere between the jamless grooves of the Spin Doctors and the 
krunchy hop of the Kinks, the Irresponsibles strut their confidence on Quality of Life in a 
manner that suggests they crack themselves up, dawg. Self-importance seems to be a 
staple of stoner cult-status. Look at Jimmy Buffet and his legions of Parrotheads; these are 
fanatics who worship this bald-ass-Laker-game-tantrum-throwing-sorry-excuse-for-coy-country-privileged-bastard- 
who-probably-wears-man-capris. Then there’s Phish. They're at least talented. But if the drugs weren’t good at the 
shows, would people still come back? Irresponsibles have talent and self-importance in spades, but while the 
quartet pisses their pants chuckling their way to cult status, Quality of Life offers up a few black diamonds in the 
rough. Kiss’s “God Gave Rock ‘n’ Roll to You” sneaks into the lead-off track “Self-Sabotage.” It’s clear that the influ- 
ences of Peter Montgomery are theatrical (he once played the lead role in Oliver) and luckily the band loves them 
hard rock. A Sabbathy groove is provided by Mark Nigro’s bass, Dan Rudack’s drums, and Andrew Kuhn’s swirling 
guitar for “Just a Little More Time.” They float Zeppelin via Rush in “Make Some Noise.” Perhaps this unlikely combi- 
nation will provide the right atmosphere for midnight tokers. How much longer before the Lobsterheads start 
following their tours? Contact: (617) 872-5271/mauerbach @ yahoo.com 


- JR Walsh 
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Kuwait & Gemini - U and / Verse - 17-song CD **1/4 
Produced by Paul Morrison at For Stop_Master Productions 

Hip-hop. Yup, two fellers spittin’ over the funky loopz. The CD starts off with shout-outs to 
what must be every acquaintance they ever made and maybe a few folks they’ve only heard 
about. I’m a Method Man fan. | like Snoopp and L.L. CoolJ. Does that make me old school? 
Dunno. But those folks and a few others have something to say and they do it with style and 
panache. Let’s just say these folks are working on it. Got some interesting rhymes and the 
grooves are so-so. Best jam on the CD is “Get the Business” - good funk, good words. Titles: 
“My Life,” “Il Cut My Throat,’ “Monkey And Drugs,” “Thanksgiving,” and “How We Come 
Through” with its smooth, shore side tracks and gentle vocal delivery. | know, | get it. You guys are the baddest; the 
toughest ever. Right? Contact: (617) 451-0444 


- L.A. Gangsta 


Midget Jesus - What Would Midget Jesus Do? - 10-song CD **1/2 
| Recorded by David Minehan, Woolly Mammoth Sound, Boston, MA; Mastered by Dave 
Locke, JP Masters, Boston, MA 
Got pop. Got rock. Got a singer with that cool devil-may-care delivery, and geez... | swear 
' we got a little punk influence in those teen-angst drums and simple guitar bitz. The band is 
J] comprised of four members: guitar, bass, drums, and vocals/guitar. He’s got an appealing 
/ voice and the band name sure is fun. I’m thinking “Problem” is one of their more commer- 
cial efforts though “Coffee” is about as radio-ready and they get. I’m loving that snare sound 
— “4 and the guitars are smooth and fat. Other titles of interest: “Excited,” “Do With It,” “Money,” 
and lastly “8 Feet High” with its quick tempo, droning guitars ,and descending bass line on the verses. It’s not their 
best song, but its got flavor. Contact: (617) 268-4899 


- L.A. Joe 


BLUES Blues Outlet - / Fee/ So Good-— 13-song CD **1/4 

OUTI FI Produced by Bob Angell and Steve Rizzo; Engineered by Steve Rizzo at Stable Sound, 
Newport Rl 

Oh man do | have de blooz. Luckily this harp (that would be harmonica) player doesn’t. 
It’s a good five-piece band with good songs. The lineup is bass, drums, guitar, harp, and 
a girl that sings some lead vocal stuff and some harmony parts. But that’s not all, we’ve 
got a couple drummers sitting in, Duke Robillard plays guitar on one, James Montgomery 
plays harp on one, Dan Moretti plays tenor on one and Paul Geremia plays some slide 
guitar on “Take This Hammer,” one of my faves on this CD. It’s your standard blues fare 
with some up-tempo bits like “Olney Ville Stomp,” and some slower ones like “Loneliest Man In The World.” 
“Voodoo Music” is a more traditional style song with its energetic playing and acoustic instruments. It’s got a huge 
reverb on the chorus when he sings “Voodoo,” sounds like he’s in an elevator shaft. Other titles: “Michelle Marie,” 

“Cigarette Smokin’ Women,” and “Don’t Kick Me.” Contact: (401) 521-9598 


- L.A. Joe 


Jerry Portnoy - Down In The Mood Room - 13-song CD *#*k*** 
Produced by Duke Robillard; Recorded at Duke’s Mood Room, Pawtucket, RI; Engineered 
and Mixed by Tom Hiller; Mastered by Jonathan Wyner at M Works, Cambridge, MA 

Jerry Portnoy is one of Boston’s claims to fame in blues circles. Along with James Mont- 
gomery, he is one of the acknowledged masters of the blues harmonica, and he has played 
and recorded with such heavyweights as Eric Clapton, Bo Diddley, Bill Wyman, and Muddy 
Waters. On Down In The Mood Room, Portnoy offers up a wide variety of harmonic styles, 
| from the R&B of “Lazy,” to the swampy blues of “So Slow,’ to the jazzy touch of “Lullaby Of 
Birdland” and “Sentimental Journey.” Portnoy always keeps one foot firmly rooted in the 
blues, no matter what song he is playing, but every song on the set has something to offer, and harmonica lovers 
will definitely not want to be without this album. The disc is mostly comprised of instrumental workouts like the Junior 
Wells-influenced “Mood Room Boogie” and the slower-paced “Doodlin’.” There’s even the folksy “Jug Band Waltz,” 
a title that more or less explains the feel of the track. The bottom line, of course, is that it’s a Jerry Portnoy album, 
so it’s bound to be good. Go find it and enjoy. Contact: www.harpmaster.com 


- Neal Alpert 


ET ES Ultravixen — Climbing Down — 6-song CD **1/2 
«Manatees che yor Recorded and Mastered at The Moontower, Cambridge, MA 
After listening to two CDs of heady music, Ultravixen’s garage rock was a nice, different 


the sincere energy and that cool, straight, dark and divey club rock and roll vibe it 
emanates. | really don’t have much info. on Ultravixen — there was nothing with or in the 
CD and their website didn’t offer much either when | decided to try to find out more. All | 
can tell you is they’re a four-piece band led by a female vocalist (the rest of the band is 
guys). They gel very well as a band and are comfortable and skilled with their respective 
instruments. The singer balances out the rock sound with a voice that teeters on sweetness but never falls in that 
direction — she maintains the right elements of feminity, soul, and edge, thereby avoiding that cutesy girl rock 


THE AMPLIFIER - CONTINUED ON PAGE 41 
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TIME TO PARTY 


By Karl Russo 


Those words are music to a musician’s ears. With this party we’re going to 
combine a great time with promoting your band. What am | talking about? 
The benefits of having a CD release party. Whether you’re a new band releasing your freshman disc 
or a seasoned local fixture, throwing a CD release party has a plethora of positive effects in 
marketing your band. 


As with all business duties associated with promotion, preparation is the key here. First, pick a date. 
Make sure it’s a weekend night and not a night that is around the holidays or any time when people 
do a lot of traveling. Have one or two other dates set aside for backup. A release party won’t be your 
first gig so network with anyone you encounter at gigs. If you’re not connected with any local bands, 
get to know the ones you’re booked with. Develop a good rapport with them and ask if they’ll play a 
show with you or if you can get on one of their bills. Contact the ones you know best when you’re 
planning your CD party to see if they’ll share the bill. Make note of the clubs that you play in. Which 
ones draw the best crowds, have a good atmosphere, and good location? Pick a few that you like 
the most and get to know the staff, especially the booking manager. Pick the club in which all the 
elements are in your favor and call to see if the date you’ve chosen is unavailable. Have a second 
and third choice of clubs ready in case your initial choice is already booked. This should not happen 
though, if you book far enough in advance. 


When booking the bands have at least two others playing with you. Most clubs usually book four slots 
per night so three would be ideal but you should consult the club first to find out how many slots they 
book. Try to play the best time slot which is usually sometime between 11 PM and 12 AM. Most likely 
this will be the third slot when four bands are booked. This is the time when the club is at its busiest 
and having one band follow you allows you to mingle with the crowd and pass out gig flyers and sell 
CDs. 


When the club and bands are booked, concentrate on promotion. Post a flyer on the club’s event board 
and ask them to announce the event over their P.A. system as the date approaches. During your 
gigs, tell the crowd about the party and point them to your website for more details. Most clubs don’t 
appreciate you’re announcing a gig at another establishment so just tell them you’re having a 
release party and they can find out the rest either on your site or via your e-mail list. When every- 
thing is finalized, send an e-mail to the people on your list announcing the show, where it is, when 
it will be, and who else is playing then send a reminder e-mail the week of the show. Contact local 
radio stations and ask them to announce the party to their listeners. If you have enough of a repu- 
tation, you might be able to get some of the DJs to come to the party or maybe even have it spon- 
sored by a local radio station. Also contact local music magazines and see if you can get one of the 
writers to cover the show. 


At the night of the party, have a large supply of CDs on hand. Just for the party, you can sell them at 
a discounted price...maybe 4 or 5 dollars less. Announce that they’re discounted so fans can buy 
them and get a break. A raffle is another good idea. Have raffle tickets printed that the doorman or 
a friend at your merchandise booth can pass out. Raffle off a CD, T-shirt or some other parapher- 
nalia related to your band. Keep the raffle price cheap if the tickets are being sold from your 
merchandise booth. If they’re distributed at the door than the cover charge should suffice. If your 
budget allows, and to generate more of a turnout, give drink tickets, good for one drink at the bar, 
to either everyone or the first x amount of people who come through the door. Of course you can’t 
have alcohol without food so have the club offer some grub on you. If the club doesn’t make food 
find a caterer. So get that CD duped, book the party, and above all show your fans and newcomers 
that you know how to do it up right. 


Karl is a graduate of U Mass Lowell with a degree in Music Business 
and is available for further questions at kahli676 @ yahoo.com 
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sound. Plain and simple, they’re a cool rock and roll band that captures a raw, live feel. | dig it...so tell 
us more.... Contact: www.ultravixenmusic.com 


- Debbie Catalano 


Mike Diplomat and The Misprints — Between The Lines — 5-song CD (FlamGlam 
Records) **3/4 

Recorded at Big T Productions, Quincy, MA and ACR Productions, Belmont, MA; Produced 
£. by Anton Lund, Kim Simms, and Mike Diplomat; Engineered by Anton Lund; Mixed at Big T 
Productions 

‘ : Wearing multiple shades of country, rock, pop, and jam, | guess the best word to 
r Mike Diplomat describe Mike Diplomat and The Misprints is rootsy. Jaunty and tight, the band offers up 
reas a hearty serving of countrified rock in this five-song CD. It’s kind of like that tasty melting 
of the peanut butter and chocolate in a Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup — Mike Diplomat and 
The Misprints are more of that “chocolate” rock and roll with a twist of country in “Do It Again”; while they twang 
it up more (peanut butter?) in Track 2’s “War In Texas.” “Perfect California” is a quirky, harmonious country ditty, 
while “Present Images” showcases the band’s mainstream pop side. Between The Lines closes with a jammy, 
jazzy light rocker entitled “Movies.” This could sound like an inconsistent collection here, but it truly isn’t. 
Throughout, the band keeps its feet firmly planted in the roots — they just know how to diversify from that base. 
Good job. Contact: www.mikediplomat.com / (617) 923-9226 


- Debbie Catalano 


Lisa Rahon - This Is The Lisa Rahon Show - 11-song CD **3/4 
Produced by Nick Zampiello, except “Die” produced by Louis Scalise and “Duzh Duzh” 
produced by Mudrock 
Man that’s one colorful CD insert. We’ve got yellow, beige, red, purple, brown, and two 
shades of blue. Yes, that’s right. I’m not talking about the music. You know, it’s not bad. The 
performance seems to be purposely lo-fi. They’re in a strange space but it’s not without 
* | appeal. It’s rocky, it’s loose, and I’m not sure if there’s a regular lineup but we’ve got a list of 
TU WW folks who play guitars and drums and basses and blah blah. She’s got an intriguing voice 
~~ and I’m loving song number four “Die” with its chordal change-ups, warped guitar bitz, and 
super cool bass line. Other titles: the vacky “Vasser’ with its hoky sax punctuation “Pretty Girl,” “Incentive,” and 
“Italian” with its funked-up groove and twisted little interlude moments. Somebody took off their straightjackets and 
handed them instruments. Not bad. Contact: (617) 451-0444 


- L.A. Joe 


Brave - Searching For The Sun- 11-song CD *** 
Recorded and Mixed by Kevin “131” Gutierrez at Assembly Line Studios, Vienna VA; 
Mastered by Bill Wolf Productions, Falls Church, VA 

They sent us a postcard with some gorgeous artwork of a burnt orange sky over trees in 
a graveyard. On the back are pictures of the four band members (one girl) and four words: 
emotional, haunting, powerful, beautiful. O.K. by me. It’s rocky and there’s a bit of the old 
~| goth influence in there; she’s got a wonderful voice that’s not overpowered by the gargan- 
| tuan production values. It’s a big sound and the vocal harmonies are dead on. (That’s not a 
“ goth reference.) They refer to their music as “... melodic, atmospheric and diverse...” | say 
yes. They’re not going for the commercial radio market so I’ve got not problem with them compositionally. Love that 
huge intro on “Trapped Inside” and “Before Nightfall” sounds wonderful with its lazy tempo, lovely acoustic guitars 
and sweet melody, but my fave is “I Believe.” And | do. 


- L.A Do 


Seven Days - 8-song CD ** 
Recorded, Engineered, and Mixed by Adam Dutkiewicz at Zin Studios, Westfield, MA; 
Produced by Seven Days and Adam Dutkiewicz; Mastered by Adam Ayan at Gateway 
Mastering, Portland, ME 

With a dark album cover, Seven Days could lead you to believe they would offer hard- 
hitting metal. Don’t judge a book by its cover. Seven Days clearly falls into the category of 
emo-pop rock for the most part. “Rollercoaster” kicks the disc off and exhibits a solid under- 
standing of what a good hook is as well as offering some cool guitar riffs by Jonah Burstein. 
Seven Days manages to keep things interesting by offering tracks like “A Thousand Oceans,” 
but overall their music lacks intensity, which is one element that “...Oceans is definitely lacking in. The disc has its 
moments with “TrainWreck.” From the moment the first notes hit your eardrums it’s quite obvious that this is the 
disc’s forte. One of the most aggressive tracks, it has elements such as a re-occurring guitar melody that the track 
is centered around, and some well-structured rhythms that give it top billing. “Summer Sky” managed to hold interest 
with its very distant vocal melody during the verse contrasted by a more jovial chorus. They really held true to the 
meaning of emotional music with this one. “Moment Of Truth” closes the disc and delivers more of the expected; 
well-thought songwriting lacking intensity and originality. Conact: www.sevendays.org 


- Karl Russo 
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ALTERNATE PICKING 


By Rich Papa 


Hey how are yal!! Ready for another exciting column? Let’s roll. How 
many times have you tried to play a progression and you just can’t seem 
to get it right? Well, | have some exercises for you that will not only help 
you improve on that level but will help you build up speed and your timing will be impeccable. Alter- 
nate picking is a series of downstrokes and upstrokes and used effectively makes your playing 
sound like a machine. | like to start it like this: first thing is first you want to play the notes cleanly so 
not to hit extra notes. Muting is a technique that blocks out unwanted string noise by using the 
picking hand as a dampner. Place the hand over the strings with the the pinky side resting over the 
strings. Now start your picking technique and tap your foot or use a metronome. O.K. downstroke on 
the 1, upstroke on the 2, downstroke on the 3, and upstroke on the 4. It is that simple. Now don’t 
rush and try to play like Malmsteen. 

Now with this 1/4 note pattern you will play 4 beats per measure. Once you get this down, try an 
1/8 note pattern counted like 1+2+3+4+. Now you have 8 beats per measure. 

Hey gotta go!! Enjoy and see you later... 
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Send me your questions or feedback via e-mail at: papaizzy04 @ aol.com 
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Tim Mungenast - The Un-Stable Boy (Goat River) ** 1/2 

Produced and Engineered by Frank Gerace at Moonpool Studios, Allston, MA 

Filled with clashing guitars and a lyrics that are written and delivered with a monotone you can’t deny, Tim Munge- 
nast’s new album is a detuned traffic accident that you can’t help but listen to. The guitars clash with each other and 
themselves. The drums slur slightly behind the beat. It’s wonderfull Titles like “Lithium Statement’ and “Dead Tree 
Scroll” bespeak a cleverness and purpose above that of a misguided album. Tracks like the poetic reading “Libation 
to John” and the layered soundscape “The Intriguingly Low-Slung Horseless Carriage” demonstrate Mungenast’s 
production values and sense of 
whimsy. And two versions of “He is Radio” bookend the album with drowsy, relaxing verse. With vocals that lie 
between the solo albums of David Byrne, Mr. Mojo Risin’s poetry and anything by Jonathan Richman and a melange 
of instruments and noises (horse hoofs?) that only add to the mad menagerie, this Boy from Goat River Is musi- 
cally up the creek but paddles into your brain and heart 
nonetheless. 

- Matthew S. Robinson 


Becky Williams - The Hero’s Journey - 10-song CD ***1/2 
| would have thought she was very folky by the looks of the cover... very au natural. But 
it's not exactly "nature-loving" folk... it is more country/folk with a romantic streak... her 
songs are very earthy; emotion-filled. "Click Your Ruby Heels" and "Love Is All There Is" were 
two of the most prominent tracks.... especially since we live in a world where things like love 
and humanity are being overlooked daily. Becky's sweet, mellow voice and inspiring lyrics 
| bring a sense of sanity and life to the singer/songwriter music scene. If you are interested 
by the folk/country genre... or you would like a change of pace from the current music selec- 
tion America has to offer. | think you'll enjoy this. Contact: www.beckywilliamsmusic.com 
- *Samantha* 


1 B Sometimes - Your Paradise - 11-songCD ** 
Engineered, Mixed, and Mastered by Jim Weeks at Could Cuckooland in Northhampton, 
MA; Produced by Jim Weeks and Ernest Senecal 

The music is good... the name is not so good... it makes me think of "| P Some- 
times"...which is just wrong. Lots of different instrumentation (dobro, mando), good lyrics, 
and decent vocals make for a pretty good overall combo. Everything is a bit repetitive... but 
not to the point that you want to scream. They have a very “pop” with a twist feel... it's not 
something you'll hear every day - and that’s good. | haven't heard anything particularly 
catchy yet... but that's just me. On the whole it is metzo/metzo. Contact: 
ibsometimes @ attbi.com 


- *Samantha* 


Fred’s Bowling Ball - 14-song CD (Thorax Records) **1/2 
Produced by Dave Westner; Engineered by Dave Westner, Ed Arnold and Bon Henline; 
Mastered by Jay Auncella 

Such a weird, weird name... such a weird, weird band. | didn’t get a press kit with this 
one so | have no clue where they are from (or where the hell they got their name from) but 
| do know that they are different... special if you will. Both "Chester" and "Lucy" didn't interest 
me... but | was partial to "Fairytale" with it's funky little guitar piece... and upbeat tempo 
changes. | also dug "Radio Song" and "What Is Love?" They are funky rock... with a different 
approach. If “different” is your deal... they are your band. If you are in the band... please 
explain where the name came from? Contact: www.fredsbowlingball.com 


- *Samantha* 


Wa] Invisible Downtown - The Safest Place - 11-songCD **#** 
» | Produced by Invisible Downtown and Rafi Sofer; Recorded by Rafi Sofer and Chris 
n Watkinson at Q-Division Studios; Mixed by Rafi Sofer; Mastered by Colin Decker at M-Works 
| love the band name... and | really dig the band. They remind me of a Goo Goo Dolls 
without the excessive pop and a Bon Jovi-ish rock band minus the bad hair. They are 
emotional, good solid rock n' roll. | have not heard a song | don't like! The instrumental 
breaks in between songs are catchy and the lyrics are all very quality. These guys have put 
some serious effort into their music - | hope it pays off. The recording itself is stellar... very 


oe 


- J professional. "Hollywood," "Green Eyes," and "Before You Met Me" are getting added to the 
frequently played list as we speak. You need to go see these guys live... when they are famous in a year you can 
thank me for knowing them before they rocked out all over the world. A+ Contact: www.invisibledowntown.com 

- *Samantha* 


FOUR STAR RATING SYSTEM ok - Excellent / + - Very Good / ** - Good / * - Fair 


Send your CDs for review to: SoundCheck Magazine, 389 Main St., Suite 301, Malden, MA 02148 
(We don’t accept CDs less than 3 songs or cassette tapes) - (Please don't send demos or pre-releases if full lengths are forthcoming) 
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ON-THE-ROAD CARE 
AND PRECAUTIONS 


By Jeannie Deva 


For those of you with touring experience, you know how strenuous being on the road can be. 
Often, the scheduling of your club dates gives you just enough time to pack up and arrive at the next 
venue. To arrive on time, it is not unusual to travel through the night, sleeping in some odd position, 
if you can sleep at all. There are, nonetheless, things you can do to assist your body, so that you 
can maintain enough stamina and not blow out your voice. 


APPLY THE “NO” LIST 


Sugared or artificially sweetened soda, caffeine (or at least drink in moderation), and dairy. Highly 
spicy foods are irritating to the membranes of your voice and usually create phlegm. Stay away from 
fast foods. They are low in nutrients, high in calories and fat, and make your body sluggish. 


DO EAT 


Salads, bean soups (protein), vegetables, fish, poultry, raw nuts, fruit, and drink lots of filtered 
water. DO TAKE a full complement of vitamin supplements. There are always health food stores and 
supermarkets. If you are driving rather than flying, bring a cooler and Thermos so you can carry 
good food and decaffeinated or herbal tea with you. 


COLD AIR IS DRY AIR 


If you are on the road in the cold weather, be sure to bring a scarf, hat, and vaporizer for your dry 
hotel room. Wrap your nose and mouth with the scarf. Your breath will stay warm and humid, keeping 
the muscles of your voice warm and humidified. 


PRO ATTITUDE 


Though being on the road can be exciting and the desire to party can be strong, maintain a profes- 
sional attitude and weigh your actions against the best interests of your vocal health. Sometimes just 
staying well rested and properly preparing your voice for singing can make or break the success of 
your tour. 

Many a band has had to cancel the last leg of a tour due to vocal blow-out of the lead singer. This 
catastrophe is costly to your pocket and reputation! Instead of canceling gigs, cancel drugs, alcohol, 
late night partying, and non-nutritious food. Schedule vocal exercise time and use proper warm-up 
and cool-down techniques. 

Not sure which exercises to use for warm-up, cool-down, or to remedy a tired or hoarse voice? 
Check this out! You can receive a FREE copy of some of Jeannie’s most recommended vocal warm- 
ups. You will find a request link when you visit her website. See below for the address. 


Jeannie Deva is the Founder of The Deva Method® and Jeannie Deva® Voice Studios located in 
several locations across New England. Her private Los Angeles voice studio opened in the summer 
of 2002. She is the author of the critically acclaimed home-study course: “The Contemporary 
Vocalist, A Non-Classical Approach for Singers” which comes with a book and four CDs. Jeannie 
tours internationally giving vocal performance workshops, private voice lessons, concerts, and 
recording studio vocal coaching. Clients include: Members of J. Geils Band, Jesus Christ Super Star, 
the touring cast of Fame, top indie recording artist Dar Williams, Grammy Award Winner Aimee 
Mann, MoodCrush, Coppertree, Patty Griffin (ATO Records), and many others. Contact Information: 
Jeannie Deva® Voice Studios; www.JeannieDeva.com; Info @ JeannieDeva.com; Boston: 617-536- 
4553; Cape Cod: 617-413-0243; Los Angeles: 1-800-920-8220 
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OAK GROVE RECORDING 
781-321-3069 


Studio A 

For Those on a Budget: 
1°16 Track 

w/Noise Reduction - Audio 
Arts Console - Full 

MIDI and Digital Mixdown 


* CD Mastering 

* Great Microphone Selection 
* Tons of Outboard Gear 

* New and Vintage Keyboards 
* Huge Room for Bands 

* Five ISO Booths 

* Directly on the F) jorange Line] 


* Comfortable Atmosphere 


Studio B 

2’ 24 Track -Amek 
Angela Console 
w/Automation 

Full MIDI 

60 Digital Tracks 
w/MAC G4 


We Specialize in 
Songwriters without a Band 


Ask about our 
One on One 
Production and 


Engineering Courses ——— 


WWW.OAKGROVERECORDING.COM 


oakgroverecording@atibi.com 781-321-3069 
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MOTIVATION THROUGH 
TRANSCRIBING 


By Alan Andrade 


Is it Spring yet? Man, | need to thaw out, this winter kicked my ass! Time 
for a new and fresh approach to spice up our playing a little bit. For those of you who are serious 
about your playing and do take time to practice you will agree that we all fall into ruts. This can be 
because of many reasons. For instance our style with our particular band is so dominant in one genre 
that we rarely stray from its sound. Of course this creates different players with obvious strengths in 
various styles, but it can also limit a player’s versatility. How many of us have heard bass players that 
will go into a music store pick up a bass and use the slap technique for 20 minutes straight and never 
go to a finger style... | have! 

Whether your thing is jazz, punk, funk, pop, we can all improve from transcending to other genres. 

Transcribing is my favorite way of doing this. Transcribing is the act of figuring out recorded music 
for your instrument with no sheet music. This really works that ever important ear training aspect of 
our studies. It forces us to listen to everything from single note bass lines, melody, harmony, and 
rhythm. The great late Jaco Pastorius would transcribe saxophone lines from Charle Parker (Donna 
Lee) for bass. Of course being two different instruments you might run into some technique chal- 
lenges, and concerns, but it’s a great process to push yourself with. 

Listen to some of the great bass players and try to pick their brain, even if for some small pieces 
of music here and there. You hear a classical piece that floats your boat... see if you can add a rock 
bass line to it. Of course our favorite bands are always more fun to transcribe, but watch that you 
don’t stay in a particular style all the time. | truly believe that being strong in different styles and 
sharpening that ear for harmony, melody, and rhythm will create a much better bass player. 

By the way, BET has a great program that’s been running about the life of Stanley Clarke, one of 
the all-time greats. At the end of the program a “who’s who” of outstanding bass players in all the 
world take turns soloing to the live music... it’s fantastic. I’ve got to check it out again and tape it... for 
my personal use only, of course!! 


Every Little Thing-The Police 


| 
| -0---4-~---|-5-5-5-7-----|-0---4-----|-5-5-5-4-----| 
[perepes rere [Sates [ResSeaeeee [onssraee 73> | 
12634 1&26&34 12634 1&2&34 

Stir It Up-Bob Marley and the Wailers 

D|:---------- |------- 4--:|]:---------- |----- 4-7----- 6--: | 
A] :-------4--]-5-7-7---5: | | :---4-4-5-4|-4-5-----5-7----: | 
E| :-5-7-7---5 | ---------- :|{:-S--~------ | ---------------- : | 


Take a guess!! 


Send me your questions or feedback via e-mail at: tuaze @ yahoo.com 
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matt’s music (THE MUSIC COMPLEX) 


RENOVATED AND EXPANDED 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices Best Price 
In The USA!! Best Rooms 
= 7] Pr : = | Best Location 
FSA/KO OGIF 
The Spirit of Art in Technology Play 24/7 
nam We never close 
a All Rooms Alarmed 
Soundproofed 
RSG EPL \A\ GL. w/Climate Control 
World Class 
Sound Stage 


Baecus=as Peal 


- Agr i Across From Sullivan 


MBTA Stop 
H Easy Access Off Rt.93 


§ Alvarez 


The Biggest Selection . *** Visit Us Online *** 
South Of Boston!! Check Out Open Rooms 
And To See Entire Facility 
Weymouth 781-335-0700 www.themusiccomplex.com 


Kingston 781-422-0111 


www.mattsmusic.com \ CALL NOW (617) 241-9117 y 


VOICE LESSONS 


§ control power stamina range 


Study the technique that supports 
your voice, your individuality 
and expands your Free Vocal 


Sreedom of expression Warm-up CD 
with your first 
4-lesson 


617-536-4553 sign-up. 

295 Huntington Avenue, Suite 209 

Boston, MA 02115 

www.devastudiosboston.com / info@devastudiosboston.com 


4 The Deva Meth 


AIMEE MANN ¢ DAR WILLIAMS ¢ PATTY GRIFFIN ¢ CAST OF FAME ¢ 
CAST OF JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR 
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STi 


SO CenT - GET Brel oR Die Thyin' 


00D! HAvE you HEAD THAT NEW 
So CENT 2 HE® THE REALEST GANGSTA... 


| Know! 1M So TOTALLY Fuckin 

Bumeep THAT we Let A Peal Daub 
DEALING, MURDERING GANSTA ZAPPER 
Like Fitty Get Away Live THAT! 


j Kyou, Bul Dood! | was jus 
IN CHicAbo ON Business , ¥ ou 
Kyo) Burin’ Hooke 2s AnD 
Coc AiNE Foe. SOME FM RADIO 
fuck Faces THERE , AND... 


(P2003 we STR gWAY:- Com 
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CUA! HES LIKE TeTALLY GANGSTA | 
Ue Got shot NINE TIMES, HeTHAFUcKA ! 


j Know! With CeaL FektinG 
ull 413, Too! | BET HES 
KILLED PeoplE HimseLF! Pood, 
| wish WE SiGMED I4iM TO 
Ouk MeTHErFuckinl LABEL... 


Peo PLE WERE TALKin& ABouT 
Ts PLAYA LArGsTA THAT Kitep 
hy WHOLE FAMLY AND SHOT A Two 
MorTH oLD BABY (N THE Face Like 
Fuckivly Point Fucking BLANK | 


WHbA! New THATS A STOWE CoLD 
PLAYA GANbSTA! Can He Rap ¢ 


i Don T Cabe iF Hes A 

Fuckin MeTE! LETS 
Si bw TWS Gut Bervee 
SomE OTHER Soun) 
Gutk LABEL Does! 


CMa } SnoiSt@ STep wAY-coM 


James O'Brien 
Marie's Children 
Labb 

Serena 

Evil People 
Mlantic 

EMI 

Sony 


* Pop « 

* Punk « 
«'Mfemalive:* 
* Rock « 

+ Melal « 


ALGINIL AGVE! 


Artist Development 


Don’t just make recordings. Make connections. 


Get Producer Jordan Tishler involved in your career. 


Develop your sound. 
Develop your songwriting, your stage show, your touring. 
Record in our world class private studio. 


Make the connections that count! 
io all about our 


Breaking Artist Plan! 
If you have the talent, we have the way... 


Digital Bear Entertainment 


Artist Development, Music Production and Publishing 


617 522 4550 * PO Box 1142 Boston MA 02130 * www.digitalbear.com * info@digitalbear.com 


QUINTAINE AMERICAN 
IA THR 


in stores March 18 


Release party FRIDAY MARCH 14 
MIDDLE EAST DOWN 
W/ SCISSORFIGHT, LAMONT & CASH MONIES 


” www.curveoftheearthrecords.com P™% 
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FREE! SOUNDBOARD LISTING 


Please e-mail or send your classified ad (80 words max.) 


SOUNDCHECK MAGAZINE 
389 Main Street, Suite 301, 
Malden, MA 02148 
Fax: (781) 388-1817 


info@soundcheckmag.net 


(1 Bands Forming 

(1 Bassist Available / Wanted 

(4 Drummer Available / Wanted 
MO Guitarist Available / Wanted 

(1 Keyboardist Available / Wanted 
1 Vocalist Available / Wanted 

14 Miscellaneous 


attach paper 


BAND FORMING 


Jazz/Rock Fusion musicians wanted for Boston based proj- 
ect. Goal: Bring spiritually charged world music to a wide 
audience. Think: Hendrix, Santana, Coltrane, Mahavishnu. 
Call Steve at (617) 924-9129 or e-mail to stickit2me @net- 
zero.net 


Guitar, bass, vocals wanted for heavy, melodic, hypnotic, 
tribal hard rock/metal band. Peter Gabriel rhythms, strong 
vocal melodies of Creed, crunch of Metallica. Practice three 
times a week. Chris (617) 840-1568 


Black metal band forming pure dedication is more impor- 
tant than technical ability. Call (508) 369-2858 


A north of Boston cyber industrial band is seeking one or 
two more members to complete lineup. We are now one 
synth player, one electronic drummer and one sexy female 
vocalist, all with fully functional circuitry, studio, and con- 
cept. Candidates must: understand midi sequencing, be 
able to show up at one writing session a week, Own some 
gear of your own. Email:Pussywhipped @ torgoth.com. 


Singer/Songwriter and lead guitarist seek pro drummer, 
bassist, and programmer to form hard rock's next big thing 
Pretty Little Suicide. We have full pro-tools studio, contacts, 
drive, and vision. You must have pro chops, gear, dedica- 
tion, and cool image. Infl: Kiss, Bowie, GnR, Crue, Manson, 
Orgy, NIN, Fuel etc... Image and showmanship very impor- 
tant!! Pros only call Paul at 781-736-0633.~ 


Former singer and guitarist from Trigger Effect seek drum- 
mer and bassist for new project. We're heavily connected 
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with tons of live and studio experience, we toured with 

Iron Maiden 2 years ago and have lots of new material. 
Influences come from new school and old school metal. 
Must have pro gear, be open minded and creative, have a 
professional attitude and have strong chops. To hear old 
material go to MP3.com and search for Trigger Effect. Call 
Matt at (781) 335-0700 if interested.~ 


Guitarist/singer/drummer looking for 18-25 to start a new 
for lack of better words, indie/rock band in the N. Shore 
area. Please have your own gear,and vehicle. Contact 
mattf @ superdups.com~ 


Your best opportunity! Dedicated drummer and bass player 
seeking guitarist and singer. Very career oriented project. 
From live to Mudvayne. Central MA practice spot pro’s only. 
Jamey (978) 632-3254, leave message~ 


Radial Bliss seeks Drums, Bass, and Second Guitar to sub 
and/or become full-time members. We are an original, 
Boston based, rock band with a 14 song CD and gigs. 
Check out www.radialbliss.com for sound clips. E-mail radi- 
albliss @ excite.com or call Andy (617) 363-0394~ 


DRUMMER WANT/AVL 


Original band w/ demo, rehearsal space, great chemistry + 
unique sound. Infl: Jane’s Addiction, Verve, STP, Doves. U 
need transporation and equipment. Matt (978) 745-0614 or 
John (978) 535-5625 


Established Hard Rock/Metal outfit seeking new drummer 
(age 19-30, Male or Female). Similiar to F.N.M., Deftones, 
A.l.C., L.P, Incubus etc. Have space, material, and the 


ability and attitude to succeed. Serious inquiries only 
please. Don’t miss this. Rick (508) 395-6250 
Interface @ sapband.com 


Counterpart is seeking creative, experienced, reliable 
drummer to fill a permanent position. We own a profes- 
sional studio, and gig regularly. Go to www.counterpart- 
band.com to listen to latest studio tracks. Contact Adam, 
(781) 690-0004 


Loud, aggressive Hard Rock guitar player and Hard 
Rock/Funk slap bass player are looking for "The Right" 
Hard Rock (double Bass preferred) drummer and modern 
Hard Rock vocalist (Alice in Chains/Incubus/Taproot) to 
complete 4 pc. original Hard Rock/Metal/Funk/Blues band. 
Check out www.theCHRISALLEMPowerTrip.com to hear 
some original demo recordings written/recorded/performed 
by the guitar player. reply: C-YA @attbi.com Call: (781) 258- 
5255 


Creative, versatile percussionist/drummer wanted to join 
singer/songwriter Temple for touring and recording. Have 
skills, equipment, transportation, and an open mind. 
Temples music is original guitar/loop sample based rock 
that sounds like Jeff Buckley meets Tool, Dead Can Dance, 
and Tom Waits. Contact Temple for demo: (617) 335-4361 
or email: temple4455 @ hotmail.com, or visit 
www.cdbaby.com and search “Temple” and the “Monster 
Truck in China” albums.~ 


Serious drummer needed for SINAPSE, a quickly rising 
heavy rock band. Ready to tour, looking for record deal!!! 
Influences: Glassjaw, Deftones, Alice In Chains, etc. Call 
Jared: (617) 596-1473 or e-mail 
sinapsesound @ aol.com.~ 


Drummer needed for energetic, melodic, original rock band. 
Must be serious about music. Hear clips at www.audi- 
ants.com. Write to info @ audiants.com~ 


Drummer needed for hardcore style band we practice in 
worcester ma we need someone 20+ who has their own 
gear , trans, and are ready to get out of the garage an do 
something with their music for more info check out 
www.adrinochrome.com or call nico at (508) 752-0257~ 


Drummer Available for free-lance work, subbing, studio 
recording, gigs etc. Professional, Berklee Grad., Fluent in 
all styles (Jazz, Latin, Rock, Funk, etc.) Call Carl at (781) 
324-3086, or email at: carlpuglisi@ hotmail.com~ 


North Shore hardcore/metal act Madwack is looking for 
stellar drummer who can start asap. DVD in the process 
now (more footage to be shot). Here’s what we’re Looking 
for: Superb Double Bass, Great attitude, dedication, flexibil- 
ity, and a willingness to take suggestions, stage presence, 
fast hands, great tribal beats, Anyone who thinks they're in- 
terested drop me a line- handencast@ hotmail.com or call 
me (774) 244-1000. We'll set up an audition ~ 


Philadelphia stoner rock band looking for drummer. must 
have transportation to Chestnut Hill area. Looking to write 
great music, and travel. mattmcdvtt @ aol.com~ 


Pro Drummer And Saxophonist available for recording, 
touring and for all venues.Variety Artists love playing all of 
Bach to Rock.Contact Wayne or Mike at (603) 672- 
5213.WjbLei007 @ hotmail.com.~ 


VOCALIST WANT/AVL 


Female Singer Wanted for The Jumblies. You are creative, 
ambitious, and have a great voice and sense of melody. 
Guitar ability a plus. DreamPop - The Sundays meet The 
Cult! Go to www.thejumblies.com for mp3,s, etc. Email 

mheng3000 @ yahoo.com, or call Mark at (617) 782-7157 


Common Crossing, a three piece acoustic band, 
seeks to add vocalists. We do Crosby Stills Nash, America. 
Stuff like that. Good Ear and harmony ability. We work, we 
make money, we have fun. oh, and how about a upright 
bass player (yeah right) e-mail: sbinports @ yahoo.com 


Rock Singer Wanted to front serious Rock band. The Style 
is Blues Driven Classic/Hard Rock. Looking for singer with 
vocal style similar to Zeppelin, Aerosmith, STP, Doors, etc. 
for rehearsals 3x/week, needs: good vocal range, good ear, 
good stage presence, dedication. Be ready for gigs/record- 
ing. Songwriter is a plus. Ages 18-26. All Originals. Contact 
Chris at (617) 747-6069 chris@lazyjake.com, www.lazy- 
jake.com 


Pro singer/songwriter seeks established professional situa- 
tion. | have unique style and sound, PA., dedication, and 
image. Band must be very image conscious and entertain- 
ers as well as musicians. Infl: Kiss, Bowie, GnR, Cult, 
Doors, STP, Soundgarden, Manson, Orgy, Fuel etc... Pros 
only call PC. at (781) 696-3523 


Singer wanted for hard rock band. we are currently a 3 
piece with guitar, bass, and drums. we have original music 
and rehearsal space. leave a message for ike at (781) 337- 
7585.~ 


Former steelhead members looking for dedicated rock 
frontman in for the long haul. under 30. we have manage- 
ment and a label. call Jeremy (617) 987-8183 Matt (978) 
977-0512 email steelheadmail @ aol.com~ 


Lead/backup vocalist available for studio sessions. 
References available upon request. Call Mike at (978) 590- 
3664.~ 


Vocalist Wanted for heavy, melodic, socially-conscious 
band. Influences: Cave In, AtThe — Drive-In, Pretty Girls 
Make Graves, other heavy indie/emo. 18-25 and ability to 
write lyrics preferred. Contact Dan sdc20@yahoo.com 
(781) 294.7899~ 


Experienced Manchester, NH area progressive metal/rock 
band seeks Vocalist/Lyricist. Practice is Tues, Thurs, and 
every other Friday. Must be reliable and have own PA! For 
consideration, please contact Amy (603) 232-3343 or 
email: amytna @ aol.com~ 


Vocalist available to start band immediately. Eric Dionne 
looking to be that frontman of your band. Influences include 
311, Sevendust. Serious inquiries only!!! email me at 
Iceman2414 @aol.com~ 


Lead vocalist seeking band. have PA, freespace, drive, ded- 
ication. Train multi-ranged voice. | write lyrics. Hard working, 
career minded. Have trans. Drug and booze free. Looking 
for dedicated band or people to put one together. Influence: 
Priest, Maiden, UFO, Dio, Rainbow, Deep Purple. Call 
(781) 393-0360 or e-mail bigmanjamie41 @ aol.com~ 


BASSIST WANT/AVL 


Black metal band seeks bassist. Into Dark Funeral, Naglfar, 
Dissection. Contact Shawn(508) 238-7560. Please no 
fakes. 


Punk Bassist avail. Boston. Pat (617) 779-7350 


Bassist needed for energetic, melodic and original rock 
band. Must be serious about music. Hear clips at www.au- 
diants.com. Write to info @ audiants.com~ 


North Shore Mass pro, new to area, with chops, equipment, 
trans, lots of live and studio experience, strong backup vox 
and a day job. Ideally looking for a heavy, melodic original 
project (ala Incubus, Perfect Circle, etc), but will consider an 
exceptional, gig-ready cover band. Please email 
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BobOnBass @ adelphia.net~ 


Exp bassist seeks classic rock situation. great equipment!!! 
Backup vocals! Elvis/ Roy Orbison Tribute, Kinks klassics, 
etc. Available now! 24 hours..(.617) 661-2611 “D.J” Peace~ 


Philadelphia stoner rock band looking for bassist. Must have 
transportation to Chestnut Hill area. Looking to write great 
music,and travel. Mattmcdvtt @ aol.com~ 


Bassist w/ exp. seeking singer-songwriter or ambient rock 
band, 25-35 in Boston (not burbs). Dedication & good 
humor are important. Verve, David Gray, GBV, Miles Davis, 
Neil Young. Contact bass_instinct@ yahoo.com~ 


ZOX, a Providence, RI band blending punk, rock, & reggae 
is holding bassist auditions. Ideal candidate: experienced, 
versatile, quick learning, age 18-25, unique style, strong 
backing vocal ability, ready/capable for full time. Serious in- 
quiries only. Represented by Clear Channel College 
Entertainment. contact: zoxband @ hotmail.com~ 


Drummer and singer guitarist seek serious bassist and sec- 
ond guitarist. Must have good equipment, dedication. 
Influences are Husker Du, The Replacements, Bad Brains, 
Leatherface, Black Flag, The Beatles, Police. Must be willing 
to work hard to promote, practice 2-3 times a week. Age 18- 
25 preferred but others will be considered. Must be Boston 
Area or have reliable transportation . If this sounds like you 
contact us at cwa138@yahoo.com or IM TheLosingKind5~ 


Freelance electric bass available for recording and perform- 
ing. Open to most styles. Strong ears and groove. Tom 
Martin www.electricbass.net (603) 978-2178~ 


Billerica based rock metal band seek to replace drummer, 
bass and 2nd gun . We have free space, CD in the works, 
contacts and gigs. You need to be able to play to a click 
track. Need to be a team player. Influences: Aerosmith, Zep, 

Priest, Maiden. Need to be in for the long haul. Serious 


THE ROCK BLOCK 


REHEARSAL STUDIOS 
AND NOW BROCKTON, MA 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY RATES STARTING AT $250 PER MONTH W/ HEAT! 

SOUTH SHORE’S FINEST STUDIOS. as 


C D 
SECURE BAND AND DRUM ROOMS OF ALL SIZES ENTS 
WITH COMPLETE SOUND PROOFING (0) ais 


SECURITY GUARD ON PREMISES WITH SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 
LOADING DOCK AND FREIGHT ELEVATOR AVAILABLE 

THREE GREAT LOCATIONS WITH OFF STREET PARKING 
ACCESSIBLE BY MBTA 


CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM! 


‘ BAND-PROMO | 
CD REVIEWS INTERVIEWS: 
‘=CLUB BOOKING 
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calls only. (781) 393-0360~ 


GUITARIST WANT/AVL 


Guitarist looking to form or join metal band. | live in 
Chelmsford, just moved here a few months ago. 31 yrs old 
but look 27,and act like I'm 15. Been out of the scene for a 
while, and am dying to getting back to making heavy ass 
music. I'm a pretty cool and laid back guy whose influences 
range from Pantera, Mudvayne and Opeth to Soundgarden 
and Alice in Chains. Hoping to put something together to 
play the local scene and then see what happens from there. 
Email Chris at: cfmuh@ aol.com 


Pro guitarist/bassist looking for serious project. 13 years on 
guitar. Six on bass. Pro equipment. Trans. Dedication. 
Connections. Stage Presence. Influences: Slipknot, 
Incubus, Mudvayne, 40 Below Summer, Korn, Tool, 311 
etc...Mix between heavy metal and nu _ metal. 
Webmaster @ sinpromos.com (508) 847-0691 ~ 


Established Western MA band East Coast Engine needs an 
inspired, versatile guitarist to join project, write new material 
and jam immediately! 21-35y/o. Love bands like Zepp, STP, 
Rage, Janes Add, peps etc? If you let the guit do the talking 
this is your gig! Call Eric (413) 967-7964 or stagepunk @ hot- 
mail.com ASAP! 


Pro-rock guitarist with original and copies, singer looking to 
join or make one band to make money in Westford, other, 
must be over 25 yrs. old. 9p.m. to 11 p.m. (978) 302-6388 
Mick 


KEYBOARDIST WANT/ AVL 


Keyboard player looking to join/form group with other open- 
minded players. Willing to play originals/covers. Into every- 
thing from Miles avis to Santana to Led Zep. a Contact 
L8rLemin @ hotmail.com or call 617.968.3656. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH 


CLUB GOODTIMES, SOMERVILLE, MA 


w/ MASS & WE SOLD OUR SOUL 


THE NEW BROWN JUG 


Fall Music Series 


The new Brown Jug in Chelsea, MA 
is looking for small cover bands 
or acoustic acts for Thursday nights 


*3 Sets 


Contact: Alan 
* Decent Pay 


781-665-0126 
tuaze@yahoo.com 


QUINTAINE AMERICANA - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21 


PWV: It was funny, because they were like, “How’d you end up in the band?” Well, Rob didn’t 
have enough hands [to] play all those extra guitar parts. 
SCM: You guys were out of commission playing live for a little while. There was a rumor floating 
around that one you guys broke a limb doing a motorcycle hill climbing tournament. 
JBK: Blew a knee. | can’t really say how. It was fun doing. It wasn’t fun after. 
MUS: The process of doing it wasn’t that bad. 
SCM: You guys were a three-piece for a while. Then you got Pete. How’d you guys hook up with 
Pete? 
PWV: | used to go see these guys play all the time. | got a message from Marc one day. “Hey Pete, 
it's Marc from Quintaine Americana. Give me a call.” So | call him back and he’s like, “We’re looking 
for a new guitar player. Wanted know if you’d come down and jam.” | was like yeah, cool. | was playing 
in Steelhead at the time. 
RED: It was funny, because you had just started playing in Shake Dog Shake, and y’all were 
recording at my house. And | was listening to it, and | was like... 
PWV: This kid sucks. [Laughter] 
RED: That's not true. | loved it. 
MUS: We had just finished recording with Mudrock, and he had us put a ton of guitars, and we started 
playing out and we needed someone. Alvan [Long] suggested Pete. 
PWV: My first gig with these guys was opening for Clutch downstairs at the Middle East, and | had 
only played with them twice. 
RED: Sit down with the guitar and listen to the shit. 
SCM: This question is for everyone but Marc. What’s your favorite Marc Schleicher band, not 
including Quintaine? 
RED: Coke Dealer. 
JBK: Coke Dealer. First couple of times | saw it, it went down without a fucking hitch. 
RED: Cracktorch rocks. Liquor Tricks is like between Cracktorch and Coke Dealer. And Coke Dealer 
is just weird, and Liquor Tricks is weirder than Cracktorch, but not as weird as Coke Dealer. 
JBK: Coke Dealer was formed to get back at a club that fucked us out of money. 
SCM: Really? What happened? 
MUS: This guy... 
SCM: Name names. 
MUS: Oh, it was this guy from [NAME OF CLUB DELETED BY CADY]. This guy Billy worked the 
door. It was, like, a packed show, with Throttle and Mr. Airplane Man. At the end of the night, I'll go 
get the money for us. | walk up to the door guy and | am like, “Can we get our money?” And he’s like, 
“Oh, yeah. Sure.” He hands me like a hundred and fifty dollars for all three bands. 
JBK: Give me the math. 
MUS: Give me the fucking money. And he’s like, “I don’t know what you're talking about.” | go to the 
booking guy [HEY, MAX, SHOULD WE DELETE THIS NAME, TOO?], and | am like, “Dude, what’s 
up, man? We only got one hundred and fifty dollars. You couldn’t move in here.” And he says, “We’re 
looking into the door guy stealing money.” I’m like, “You don’t have to look into it any further; he’s 
stealing the damn money.” | was real drunk at the end of the night, and the door guy’s like, “Stay the 
fuck away from me.” | am like, “We don’t make any money, and you stole what little money we make.” 
He’s getting his girl a drink, and I’m yelling, “Enjoy your fucking drink on our fucking money.” And he 
started saying something, and | ask him, “Are you gonna get another fucking horrible tattoo with our 
fucking money, asshole?” 

So our revenge was, the next time around | assembled 12 people to be in an all-noise band, Coke 
Dealer. | book the show at the club. We had four drummers, three guitar players, two bass players, 
one guy who played keyboards, one guy who did noise, and it just turned into a fucking mess. 
JBK: Took all this trash and threw it all over the place. 

MUS: We trashed the place, and friends came down to videotape it. On the tape, you can see the 
door guy about ready to hit me. So we just destroyed the place, and it was pretty cool. They cut the 
power on us. We stayed and all our friends came to see us and | was like, “Can we get our money 
now?” They gave us one hundred dollars. 

JBK: | thought you were gonna get your ass whooped. We stuck around, just in case we need to kick 
some ass. 

SCM: | notice on your press release and your records, you put your middle names as well as your 
first and last? 

JBK: Yep. < 
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DUPLICATION / BLANK MEDIA 


Superdups - New England's only CD duplication 
Superstore! In house CD duplication/replication serv- 
ices and supplies with the fastest turn time in the indus- 
try. Don't forget our best price guarantee. For unbeatable 
prices and service, visit www.superdups.com or call 
800-617-3877. 


Artist Development Associates - High-quality, low- 
cost duplication: CDs, CDRoms, DVD, Cassettes. From 
mastering to package design to finished product. Call 
toll-free 1 (888) RUBBER-8 www.artistdevelopment.com 


The Tape Complex - Your music on CD in just 2 days. 
Direct on CD, printing available, Boston, MA (617) 437- 
9449 


New England Compact Disc - CD duplication at fac- 
tory direct prices, full-color, retail ready. Call (877) 591- 
6000 


Northwestern - Almost Famous. Bands are self-made. 
CD duplication at great prices. Other services include 
promo materials, complete in-house graphics and mas- 
tering. 1-800-547-2252 www.nwmedia.com 


hi-fi-lo-fi: CDs for the independent musician. We spe- 
cialize in short-run packages starting at $68. See our ad 
in this issue for more details. Call or e-mail for samples 
(802) 334-0112 info @hi-fi-lo-fi.com. www.hi-fi-lo-fi.com 


INTERNET 


Voicelesson.com - A website devoted to helping you 
with your voice. A free service from Mark Baxter who 
has worked with such artists as Aerosmith, The Goo 
Goo Dolls, Van Halen, Tonic, Rent 


CLOTHING 


Hootenanny - Where what you want. rock, goth, punk 
Industrial Vinyl and hipster fashion for men and women. 
Two new locations in Nashua, NH (603) 891-0511 or 
Cambridge, MA (617) 864-6623 


Lucky Thirteen Apparel - The coolest in clothing and 
apparel. Call (714) 541-0813 www.lucky13apparel.com 


MASTERING 


JP Masters - Boston, MA. (617)971-0036. Owner Dave 
Locke is an experienced engineer with many mastering 
credits to his name. Affordable, high-quality 24-Bit mas- 
tering from 1/2 inch analog, DAT, CDR, MD, and most 
Soundfiles. Studio features an extremely accurate lis- 
tening environment and equipment including Sonic 
Solutions DAW with all options including NoNoise’*, 
Ampex ATR 102 1/2 inch analog deck, Weiss, Millennia, 
SSL, TC Electronics, Apogee, and more. Let us make 
the difference in your next project! 


Northeastern Digital Recording - Mastering - Get it 
Right - Get it Done by the Pros Northeastern Digital 
Recording, Inc.- 15 years experience - over 4,000 CD 
projects. David Bowie, Burning Spear, J. Geils, Arlo 
Guthrie, Susan Tedeschi, Frank Zappa, Rykodisc, 
Rounder. Also CD-ROM, Enhanced CD, DVD, replica- 
tion services. Toby Mountain Tel. (508) 481-9322, 
www.northeasterndigital.com.com 


Specialized Mastering -Take one of New England's 
finest mastering suites; add discerning ears, amazing 
gear, great indie rates, and you end up with MAGIC. 
Low-cost packages available. Mail-in jobs welcome. Let 
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us make the difference! Visit www.specializedmas- 
tering.com or call (508) 872-9478. 


INSTRUMENTS RETAIL STORES 


Matt’s Music Center - Exceptional tone, exceptional 
service. Mesa Boogie, the spirit of art and technology. 
Rte. 18, Weymouth. Call (781) 829-0111 


Priority Music - We specialize in consignments and 
buying/selling used gear. Located on Rt.27, Hanson, 
MA. Give us a call at (781)293-8378/www.prioritymusic- 
complex.com 


Daddy’s Junky Music Stores - Serving the music com- 
munity for over 30 years. www.daddys.com 


PROMOTION 


Catalano Public Relations - Consulting, press kits, 
press releases, bios, writing services, etc. Call Debbie at 
(781) 438-4640; e-mail: CatalanoPR@aol.com or visit 
www.catalanopr.com. 


Artist Development Associates - www.artistdevelop- 
ment.com High-quality, low-cost promotional services: 
Press, radio, and retail nationally and locally. We spe- 
cialize in flat-rate tour promotion. Call: 1 (888) RUBBER- 
8. 


PRODUCTION 


Professional artist development by producer Tim 
Bruhns, head of the Boston Producer Group, and 
Tonmeister/Chief Recording Engineer at Blink Music, 
Inc. (www.blinkmusic.com) in Cambridge. 15 years of in- 
ternational production experience. State-of-the-art 88- 
track digital recording. Immediate access to Boston’s top 
session musicians, recording, arranging, editing, mas- 
tering, artwork design & final master CD. See our ad this 
issue. Contact us via e-mail: tim @ blinkmusic.com or call 
Blink Music at (617) 225-0044 / www.blinkmusic.com 


Marc One Music Productions -- Tailor services to your 
exact needs ! Record and Demo _ Production, 
Arrangement and Basic Tracks Preparation, Keyboards 
(live and programmed), Recording and Mix Services. 
617-645-0879 marc-1 @earthlink.net 


Sonic Enhancement Specialists Ltd. - Do you need 
sonic enhancement? live, sound, studio. Production 
consultation. Call Joel Simches 888-948-0341 


Sound Better - Music producer Jordan Tishler is look- 
ing for a few special acts. Are you the next big thing? 
Let’s find out. Accepting submissions in rock, alternative, 
punk, folk, and country. Call Digital Bear Entertainment 
(617) 522-4550 or mail PO Box 1142 Boston, MA 02130 


RECORDING STUDIOS 


Blink Music Inc. in Cambridge (near MIT). Specializing 
in the production of exceptional-sounding CDs. Artist 
development and CD production from start to finish, in- 
cluding song development / coaching through to record- 
ing, arranging, mixing, mastering and CD design. 
Internationally-trained engineers with 15 years of music 
production experience. Newest gear (88 track, high-res- 
olution, digital). Ultra Protools system in the Northeast. 
Neumann & AKG mics. PETROF Masterclass grand 
piano. Optimal room acoustics. Bright, loft-style studio. 
Variable rates and production packages allow you to get 
the best quality at a still affordable price. Call Blink 
Music (617) 225-0044 / www.blinkmusic.com 


Powerhouse Studios - has an excellent vibe and a 
world-class sound in a large relaxed setting.Extensive 


SIX FEET UNDER - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25 


“Number Of The Beast” or “Where Eagles Dare”....”The Trooper’... 
CB: Well, | chose that because as compared to Bruce Dickinson [current Maiden singer], I’ve 
always been more of a Paul Di’Anno fan. Bruce has always been a little too... I’m trying to think 
of a good term.... 
SCM: Operatic? 
CB: That’s the word | was just gonna use... but with Paul, he’s more in line, by comparison, with 
what | do vocally. A little more edge - a little rougher. | like the older stuff like the first CD, Maiden 
Japan, killers... like some of the later stuff, too, though. 
SCM: Lemme hit you with one more, then you can go back to some hittin’ of your own... This 
shoulda been one of the first questions too, but “The Voice,” the Chris Barnes, San-Andreas Fault- 
opening, sub-bass growl... How the hell do you do that without killing yourself? What inspired that 
style too? 
CB: Hittin’ the bottle... smokin’ too... without weed you never would have heard that voice.. .it 
brings out so many things creatively that you never would have thought of otherwise... 
SCM: From Reverend Greenbag himself! Thanks Chris, I'll let you go since I’m sure you have 
some “packin” ta’ do. Thanks for doin’ this again bro! 
CB: You got it! Thanks for the support, too, man. <¢ 


For more info on Six Feet Under, check out www.SFU420.com or www.Metalbladerecords.com 
For the complete interview go to www.soundcheckmag.net 


UP FRONT 


Photography 


2 
ARE You H 2 Live on Stage Photography 
=f Publicity & Promotional 
INDEPENDENT? HR | > 
a =a 


“Not only do | photograph the 


LOOKING FOR musician, 7 
SOME Al RTI ME; 4 f | photograph the music.” 


Send To: AlllindependentRadio Attn; = : 718-595-2131 
NY. and LI. Areas 


bravncrazy @ aol.com 
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selection of cutting edge & vintage mics, mic pres 
and outboard gear, 48-channel Soundcraft ghost auto- 
mated board, five rooms, vintage amps, and drums plus 
in-house studio drummer. Independent engineers and 
producers welcome. Call Stuart at (978) 582-3339 for 
info, brochure, tours and bookings. 


Oak Grove Recording - Professional production for 
your CD or demo. Songwriters without a band are my 
specialty. We also have a huge room and iso booths for 
bands. Label work includes CBS, Sony, MCA, and JVC. 
16-track one inch, 24-track two-inch and digital record- 
ing. Ask about our one-on-one recording and production 
courses. Call (781) 321-3069 


Digital Bear Entertainment - is offering a limited-time 
Breaking Artist Plan. Get the aid of producer Jordan 
Tishler and work in our world class studio, with an ex- 
perienced sound engineer. Record one song for $595 or 
two songs for $995. Send us a demo or call to discuss 
eligibility. (617) 522-4550 www.digitalbear.com / 
info @ digitalbear.com 


My Generation Studios 
studio. (978) 644-1212 


- 2” 24-track analog recording 


Saucer Sound - Complete 24-Track digital audio 
recording facility using Tascam DA-88s, also featuring 
Pro Tools 5.1 and Digital Performer 3.0 with complete 
MIDI. (508) 285-SONG 


Mixed Emotions Music - Experience Pro Tools 5.0 w/ 
Pro Control in a relaxed enviornment with highly skilled 
engineers, great microphones, and outstanding out- 
board including Neve, Pultec, Summit, TC Electronics 
and more. (978) 774-7413 / www.Mixed 
EmotionsMusic.com 


7A West - features 24-tracks of 20-bit digital recording. 
96 input, fully automated Mackie Digital board, 
Dynaudio Acoustics monitors, Lexicon, Neve, Empirical 
labs, Neumann, 64” grand piano and more! Visit 
www.7awest.com or call (781) 356-7536 


Mix One Studios - Large recording rooms with multiple 
isolation booths, grand piano, Neve console, Pro Tools 
HD/Pro Control, Studer 24 track and Ampex 2 track 
recorders. Great mics, great gear, great pe ple. (617) 
536-6767 or www.mixonestudios.com 


REHEARSAL COMPLEXES 


The Music Complex - Renovated and Expanded 
We have the Best in prices, rooms and location. The 
Complex is open 24/7, that's right, we never close! All the 
rooms are alarmed and soundproofed with climate control. 
We also offer a World Class Sound Stage. The Music 


Irresponsible Records 


New albums from 
- Lock and Key 
- The Prozacs 
coming soon 


and check out our other 

releases by Glenn's Amny,| 

The Paranoids, and The 
Usual Suspex 


www.irresponsiblerecords.com 
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Complex is easily accessible from the Sullivan Station 
MBTA stop or off of Route 93. Come visit us on line to 
check out the open/available rooms and see the entire facil- 
ity at www.themusiccomplex.com or call us at 617-241- 
9117. 


Sound Museum Rehearsal Complex - New band 
rooms in Allston available now. Check out our other 
great locations in Boston and Brighton. Reserve your 
space now. Call (617) 423-4959 


The Rock Block - Offering brand new rehearsal studios 
of all sizes with complete soundproofing. Loading dock 
and freight elevator available. Security guard and closed 
circuit surveillance system on premises. Located just 
minutes from MBTA commuter rail. The Rock Block in- 
cludes locations in Braintree, Hingham, and now 
Brockton MA. Call now to reserve space. Availabilty is 
limited (617) 786-7458 


REPAIR 


Bitco Electronic Audio Research ADAT repairs - fast 
turnaround, same-day service possible, best rates in 
town, factory certified ADAT Tech. Custom Gear - hand- 
built pro audio and instrument amplifiers, highest quality 
components, all tube, point to point wiring, professional 
looks and great specs. Call Dave at (781) 322-5560 


SOUND SYSTEMS 


Bay State Sound - High-quality, low-cost professional 
sound reinforcement and PA rental. Gear includes: Allen 
& Heath, Audix, EV, JBL, Lexicon, and Yamaha. We've 
also got Shure ULX wireless mics and Clearcom inter- 
com systems. Theatre, corporate, clubs. . . we do it all. 
Rates from $250 include engineer. Call 508-641-3283 or 
visit BayStateSound.com - 0303 


Elm Street Productions - PA. Rental / Engineering / 
Installation Live DAT Recording. The only serious 
choice. Over 20 yrs experience. Contact: Ed McGee 
(508) 224-5193 


CLASSIFIED LISTINGS 
$25.00 per run 


40 words - 


or $120.00 for 6 months 
info@ soundcheckmag.net 
or call: 781-388-7749 


S|V/ERS NASTY HABITS 


sataeaayiand Sunday 11pm - an 
nn —, 
Fe < 


Hosts: Matt O'Dette & Alex Hartman 


BIT In, Tuga Dn, Rock Out 
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and desigo 
ed duplication reploation 


Full Color Packages* 


50 Retail Ready CD's....$175.00 
100 Retail Ready CD's....$299,00 
200 Retail Ready CD's....$550.00 
300 Retail Ready CD's....$800.00 


“includes duplicated silver/silver CDR media, direct-to-disc black 
thermal print, 4/1 two panel insert, 4/0 tray card, jewel cases, and 
cellophane overwrapping...shipping not included 


Black and White Packages** 
25 Retail Ready CD's....$68.00 
50 Retail Ready CD's....$125.00 
300 Retail Ready CD's....$650.00 


**includes duplicated silver/silver CDR media, direct-to-disc black 
thermal print, 1/1 two panel insert, 1/0 tray card, jewel cases, and 
cellophane overwrapping...shipping not included 


all prices are with customer supplied CDR master and Artwork 
; 3 1000 CD's, 2 color silkscreen, 4/1 
Replication Packages eis Gail saart AAG te coe 
Starting At $1480.00 Jewel cases, cell-o wrap, and films 
www.hi-fi-lo-fi.com 166 St. Laurent St. 
info@hi-fi-lo-fi.com PO Box 43 


802.334.0112 Newport, Vt. 05855 
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EP. MID-APRIL 2003 


FULL LENGTH - MAY 2003 


www.chubbyrocks.com 
www .giganticmusic.com 


MORE MIXING POWER THAN MIAMI OR NYC 


_ETAUBLADEA_ 


40 Grit 


Nothing To Remember 


Sophomore release from 40 Grit features an enhanced 
CD with the band's first video for “Only Human". 
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nothing to remember 


THE HEAVILS 


W's sot enough that The HEAVILS have established thormmsives as boing aa original hard-hitting band bat the 
Fraskeestnin creations they play (The Toilet, The Clitar, Acoustic States, The Dragoabox, Tomicos, Motorgeltar, 
Geitube, asd The Bolt) are a mujor part of the HEAVILS sound, that 20 one else will be able duplicate. Half bass 
half guitar; sometimes they sound like bees aad socntinms Motorcycles. The HEAVILS arv definitely going to 
make their mark in music history with the release of their debet albam os Metal Diade Records. 


CRADLE OF FILTH 
Pandeamoneaon DVD 
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GWAR 
Live From Antarctica 
freak trough classic GWAR videos avaltanie for fe 
rst Cane ori BD format. 5.1 murrour soure! aun, 
ard tors of bores GWAA mayrem! 


AMON AMARTH 
Vs The World 
Mes possi muncted_Aman Ayes best work to 
Aadet_dagghchested a scomian uM Tat sour the 
mareare coping! - yytaMetal cam 


Skulthed Face 
Breaktwcurs) classi: CHAR videos avallaote fer te 
rst time on DVD format. 5.1 surround! sound aucio, 

and tore of borem GWAR mayhem! 


SIX FEET UNDER 
Double Dead redux 
12 vacksrecurdad Uve tp concert on Te “True 
Cor RS. Gar Se Doubs Bea v0. 
(2 tar ore kay pte 


www, metalblade.com 
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TOURIQUET 
Where Moth And Rust Destroy 
Srejkar MaMCLarep anc sore Ray WIR) 
cote frum former Megacte® seen 
Areca art Troutte caution tt Bris Praca 
fi sures March 250, 203 


Reggie and the Full Effect 


under the tray... 
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CD DUPLICATION PACKAGES 


THE 


BeeelPVA\CKK™ 


with free barcode & spine labels! 


100 - 
200 - 
200 package Includes FREE Ready in 3 days! 


CD face upgrade to 2-color sikscreen! 200 CDs 


Includes 200 CDs with two color silkscreen CD face, full color 
cover (both sides) and full color tray card. Assembled in high 
quality jewel boxes with professional overwrap. Includes graphic 
layout. Free Barcode - Free spine labels! 
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These Packages 


The Superdups bioPack™ is perfect for shopping your release 
to labels, promoters, or even as a “special edition" fan package. 
Visit www.superdups.com for more into. 


And they're free with most 
Superdups CD Packages! 


Always guaranteed at Superdups. 


300 CDs 1,000 - 


Complete color package CDs in color Jackets 
From your supplied CDR master. Includes 300 CD copies Includes 1.000 CDs in full color sleeves with 2 color 
w/black type on face and full color insert and tray card silkscreen CD face. Great for radio promotion and 


Assembled in high quality jewel boxes and shrink wrapped 
Includes art layout 
FREE — Barcode - Spine labels - 100 posters! 


1,000 CDs only We're only 30 minutes north of Boston in Salem, NH. 
Ready in 7 days! | 


promo releases. Ready in 12 days. 


ay, 800-617-3877 
Superdups: WWW.SUPERDUPS.COM 


Call Today For Unbeatable Prices, Quality & Service 


